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Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative Grants 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 

• River Raisin Area of Concern 
– In 1987 a portion of the River Raisin was designated as a 

“Great Lakes Area of Concern” as a result of legacy 
chemical contamination and loss of fish and wildlife 
habitat due to urban and industrial land use practices 

 

• Restoration at William C. Sterling State Park and 
the North River Raisin Delta Wetlands 
– Projects will contribute significantly to the delisting of the 

River Raisin Area of Concern 



Lakeplain Prairie 



Great Lakes Marsh 



American 

Lotus 



Swamp 

Rose 

Mallow 



 

Arrowhead 



Trailing 

Wild Bean 



 

King Rail 



Eastern Fox 

Snake 



Bald Eagle 



Osprey 



Common 

Moorhen 



Marsh Wren 



Pugnose 

Minnow 





The GLRI Projects Will: 

• Restore 18 acres of emergent and submergent Great Lakes marsh 

and 25+ acres of lakeplain prairie at William C. Sterling State Park 

 

• Repair dikes and install water control for 310 acres of marsh at 

William C. Sterling State Park to provide much needed stopover 

habitat for shorebirds and to facilitate invasive plant control 

 

• Control invasive phragmites (Phragmites australis) in north River 

Raisin delta wetlands on approximately 1,100 acres of public and 

private land for 3-5 years 

 

• Collect baseline data and monitor wetland communities and key 

species in the north River Raisin delta wetlands 
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Project Status 

• Emergent Marsh/Prairie Restoration 

– Design Complete in May 2012 

– Contract in process of being awarded now 

– Tentative construction: July 30 – December 31, 2012 

• Hunt Club/Union Camp Dikes & Water Control 

– Design Complete in May 2012 

– Contract in process of being awarded now 

– Tentative construction: July 30 – December 31, 2012 

• Phragmites Control 

– Year one treatment and mapping complete in 2011 

– Follow-up treatment and mapping planned in 2012-2013 

• Monitoring/Survey 

– Baseline Fish Monitoring Complete in 2011 

– Baseline Shorebird Monitoring Complete in 2011 

– Baseline Wetland Mapping Complete in 2011 

– Follow-up monitoring planned in 2013-2014 



Thank You! 

Questions? 


