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CITY OF MONROE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2015 
 
Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Michigan held on Monday, January 5, 2015 at  
7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Present:  Council Member Hensley, Iacoangeli, Vining, Molenda, Rafko, Sisk and Mayor Clark. 
 
Michelle J. LaVoy, City Clerk-Treasurer gave the invocation. 
 
Mayor Clark led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 

 
Proclamation. 

1. SMCC Football Day – January 5, 2015. 
 
Mayor Clark congratulated the SMCC Football Team on winning the State Football Championship and thanked 
them for attending the meeting.  He asked each of the team members to stand and give their name.  The Mayor 
presented a Proclamation to the SMCC Football Team and to Jack Giarmo, Coach. 
 
Jack Giarmo, Coach thanked Mayor and Council, on behalf of the Team for the Proclamation and invitation to the 
Council Meeting. 
 

 
Communication. 

2. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development in reply to the communication 
received from Garry Knapp, Chairman, Recreation Advisory Commission, dated October 23, 2014, agenda 
item #214. 

 
Following discussion, it was moved by Council Member Iacoangeli and seconded by Council Member Hensley to 
accept the communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development with the following stipulations: 
upon issuance of an RFP for the three park master plans, the RFP will also include, that subject to City Council 
approval of the FY 2015-2016 Budget, master plans for two additional parks may be added to the contract of the 
selected firm, and that the RAC be included in the interview process. 
 
Following discussion about the motion, a vote was taken on the motion. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 
3. Communication from the River Raisin National Battlefield Park Foundation, regarding a Statement of Interest in 

the Sawyer Homestead. 
 
9. Communication from the Sawyer Homestead Organization regarding their interest in the Sawyer House. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Iacoangeli and seconded by Council Member Rafko that both item 3 & 9, be 
accepted and referred to a committee that will be chaired by Mayor Pro Tem Molenda for review, evaluation and 
report back to Council. 
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Following discussion regarding a timeline for completion of the review/evaluation and completion of Sawyer House 
renovations, a vote was taken on the motion. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda

 

. (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and may be approved by one motion.  Any 
item may be removed for separate discussion by a Council Member or citizen.) 

A. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Monday, December 15, 2014 and the Minutes of the 
Special Meeting held on Monday, December 15, 2014. 

 
B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $273,116.06. 
 Action: Bills be allowed and warrants drawn on the various accounts for their payment. 
 
4. Saint Mary’s Gardens Subdivision Area Storm Water Study – Professional Services. 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, reporting back on RFP’s for the Saint 

Mary’s Gardens Subdivision Area Storm Water Study, and recommending that a professional services 
award be made to the Spicer Group, Inc. for the above work for the base amount of $15,296, and that the 
Director of Engineering & Public Services be authorized to execute any necessary agreement documents 
on behalf of the City and expend up to $20,000 for work activities under this contract. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action: Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

5. North Monroe Street Streetscape – Elm to Willow – Professional Services. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, submitting a professional services 

contract for the North Monroe Street Streetscape from Elm to Willow, and recommending that a 
professional services award be made to the Mannik & Smith Group, Inc., for the above work for the base 
amount of $23,900, and that the Director of Engineering & Public Services be authorized to execute any 
necessary agreement documents on behalf of the City and expend up to $33,000 for work activities under 
this contract in total. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

6. Public Services Department Pressure Washer Replacement. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, reporting back on quotes for the 

replacement of the fixed pressure washing unit at the Public Services Department Jones Avenue Facility, 
and recommending that a purchase order be awarded to Baker’s Ace Hardware for the purchase of a new 
Hotsy 900/1400 Series hot water pressure washer in the amount of $5,855.55, and that the competitive 
bidding process be waived for this purchase. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action: Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

7. Teamsters Local 214 Collective Bargaining Agreement. 
 
1. Communication from the Human Resources Director, submitting an agreement with Teamsters Local 214 

to extend the current collective bargaining agreement dated January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2014 
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for an additional year, and recommending that Mayor and Council approve the attached extension of the 
Teamsters Local 214 Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action: Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
8. Recreation Mobile Device Application. 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Economic and Community Development submitting an Agreement for 

the “Mousetrap Mobile” Recreation Mobile Device Application with the Michigan Recreation and Parks 
Association (MRPA) and Mousetrap Group, LLC and recommending that Council approve entering into the 
Statement of Work with the Michigan Recreation and Parks Association and the Mousetrap Group, LLC; 
and authorize the City Manager to execute tie Agreement. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action: Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Sisk that item 4, 6 and 7 be 
approved as presented and that item 5 and 8 be removed and considered separately. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 
5. The communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, submitting a professional services 
contract for the North Monroe Street Streetscape from Elm to Willow, and recommending that a professional 
services award be made to the Mannik & Smith Group, Inc., for the above work for the base amount of $23,900, 
and that the Director of Engineering & Public Services be authorized to execute any necessary agreement 
documents on behalf of the City and expend up to $33,000 for work activities under this contract in total. 
 
Council Member Iacoangeli noted that because the North Monroe Street Streetscape is one of the gateways into 
downtown area he would like to make a motion with a couple of conditions because he is concerned about the 
design. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Iacoangeli and seconded by Council Member Sisk that item 5 be accepted, 
placed on file and the recommendation be carried out with the condition that Mannik & Smith’s Landscape 
Architect, Wendy Fry be the lead designer on the project and that the Historic District Commission have an 
opportunity to review the plans prior to the grade inspection because this area is a national registered site. 
 
Following discussion, a vote was taken on the motion. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 
8. The communication from the Director of Economic and Community Development submitting an Agreement for 
the “Mousetrap Mobile” Recreation Mobile Device Application with the Michigan Recreation and Parks Association 
(MRPA) and Mousetrap Group, LLC and recommending that Council approve entering into the Statement of Work 
with the Michigan Recreation and Parks Association and the Mousetrap Group, LLC; and authorize the City 
Manager to execute tie Agreement. 
 
Council Member Iacoangeli explained that this Recreation Mobile Device will provide coaches, players and parents 
the ability to get instant text messages from the Recreation Department relative to scheduling changes, weather 
related cancellations, notices for registration, etc.  He said that anything that is Recreation related can be sent out 
in a text message.  He thanked Loretta LaPointe, Recreation Manager, the Recreation Advisory Commission and 
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Dan Swallow, Director of Economic & Community Development for overseeing and guiding this process through 
and said he thinks it will be a great service for the community. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Iacoangeli and seconded by Council Member Rafko that item 8 be accepted, 
placed on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 
Following comments, a vote was taken on the motion. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 

 
Council Comments. 

Council Member Hensley commented about the annual Eagle Tour on January 31 hosted by and held at the DTE 
Energy, Monroe Power Plant. 
 
Council Member Iacoangeli commented about Paul LaMarre, Executive Director of the Port of Monroe and the Port 
Authority, the Ordinance revision request from the Recreation Advisory Commission and the Neighborhood 
Enterprise Zone. 
 
Council Member Molenda commented about the snow removal policy. 
 
Council Member Rafko commented about the homeless shelter at the Oaks of Righteousness Christian Church. 
 
Council Member Sisk commented about the communications from the Sawyer Homestead. 
 

 
Mayor Comments. 

Mayor Clark commented about the Communications regarding the Sawyer Homestead that are listed on the 
agenda, he congratulated SMCC Football Team again, also commented on the Stain Glass Church Tour and about 
Boards and Commissions.  He spoke about a couple of Council Work Sessions on the calendar and Martin Luther 
King Day. 
 

 
Clerk-Treasurer Comments. 

Michelle J. LaVoy, Clerk-Treasurer announced that her daughter Grace is at the meeting because she has a keen 
interest in government and encouraged parents to bring their children also. 
 

 
City Manager’s Comments. 

George Brown, City Manager comment on snow, ice and clearance policies and gave directions on how to navigate 
the City’s website, www.monroemi.gov to access information from that policy. 
 

 
Citizen Comments. 

Adam Yeager, 1833 South Custer Road commented about the ice on the sidewalks. 
 
Chris Kull, 519 Godfroy Avenue commented about the Stain Glass Church Tour and thanked the HDC for hosting it. 
 
Jeanne Micka, 47 East Elm Avenue commented about the committee that was formed to review the future of the 
Sawyer Homestead. 

http://www.monroemi.gov/�
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Adjournment
 

. 

It was moved by Council Member Iacoangeli and seconded by Council Member Rafko that the meeting adjourn at 
8:23 p.m. until the Regular Meeting on Monday, January 20, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Michelle J. LaVoy   Robert E. Clark 
City Clerk-Treasurer   Mayor 
 


