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CITY OF MONROE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2013 

Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Michigan held on Tuesday, February 19, 2013 at  
7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Present:  Council Members McKart, Kansier, Beneteau, Hensley, Bica, Molenda and Mayor Clark. 
 
Charles D. Evans, Clerk-Treasurer, gave the invocation. 
 
Mayor Clark led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Hearings. 
 
24 This being the date set for the purpose of reviewing and hearing comments on Proposed Capital Improvements 
Program Budget for Fiscal Years 2013-2019, there being no comments on file in writing in the Clerk’s Office and no 
one present commenting, the Mayor declared the hearing closed. 
 
Council Action. 
 
This item was tabled at the February 4, 2013 meeting. 
 
20  The communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, reporting back on a Request for 
Proposals received on January 23, 2013 to prepare plans and specifications for all remaining work items for the 
Arthur Lesow Community Center Professional Architectural Design Services, and recommending that Council 
authorize remaining design work as described above on a “Not to Exceed” basis as described in the attached 
documents to Mitchell & Mouat Architects in an amount not to exceed $32,600 for the base project, and that up to 
$1,000 be additionally authorized for any reimbursable expenses, and further recommending that the Director of 
Engineering and Public Services be authorized to execute any necessary and appropriate agreements on behalf of 
the City.  It was moved by Council Member McKart and seconded by Council Member Molenda that item 20 be 
tabled until the February 19, 2013 meeting, giving Council time to review all of the proposals. 
 
It was moved by Council Member McKart and seconded by Council Member Molenda that item 20 be placed on the 
floor for discussion. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
Council Member McKart stated that it was previously pointed out by Council Member Hensley that there is a bidding 
procedure in place which was followed by the Engineering Department; after consideration he agrees with Council 
Member Hensley and feels that Council should respect that procedure. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Kansier that item 20 be accepted, 
placed on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
Ayes:   6   Nays:   1  (Council Member Bica) 
Motion carried. 
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This item was tabled at the February 4, 2013 meeting. 
 
21 The communication from the Building Official, reporting back on the garage located at 621 Cass Street, and 
recommending that Council approve demolition of the garage by the Department of Public Services at a cost of 
$1,815.00.  It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Kansier that item 21 be 
tabled until further review by staff. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Bica that item 21 be placed on the 
floor for discussion. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Clark reminded everyone that this item was tabled to give the Building Official and the property owner an 
opportunity to sit down and come up with a time line that is reasonable.  He stated that the report from the Building 
Official is included in Council’s packet tonight showing detail as to what would be done and the completion dates. 
 
Joe Lehmann, Building Official, stated that there have been no changes since the February 12th memo. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Hensley that the current 
recommendation of staff and the contract between the Building Department and the property owner be accepted.  
Ayes:   7    Nays:    0 
Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda.  (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and may be approved by one motion.  Any 

item may be removed for separate discussion by a Councilperson or citizen.) 
 
A. Approval of the Minutes of the Special City Council Meeting held on February 4, 2013 and the Minutes of the 

Regular City Council Meeting held on February 4, 2013. 
 
B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $557,027.21. 
 Action:  Bills be allowed and warrants drawn on the various accounts for their payment. 
 
25 Annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the United Way of 

Monroe County & Monroe/Lenawee County AFL-CIO Central Labor Council for permission to hold the 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Munson Park on March 23, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and 
recommending that Council approve the request contingent upon items being met as outlined by the 
administration, subject to costs recovery & fee waivers in accordance with City Council adopted policy, 
and that the City Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or safety 
reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

26 7th Annual River Raisin Labor Day Festival. 
 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the Monroe County 

Convention & Tourism Bureau for permission to hold the 7th Annual River Raisin Labor Day BBQ Festival 
on August 31, 2013, and to close the affected streets, and recommending that Council approve the 
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request for Saturday, August 31st, contingent upon items being met as outlined by the administration, 
and that the City Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or safety 
reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

27 12th Annual River Raisin Jazz Festival. 
 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the Monroe County 

Convention & Tourism Bureau for permission to hold the annual River Raisin Jazz Festival at St. Mary’s 
Park on August 8 – 11, 2013 and to close Elm Avenue from Borgess Avenue to North Monroe Street, 
and recommending that Council approve the request contingent upon passage of the 2013 budget and 
inclusion of the funding for the event, items being met as outlined by the administration, and that the City 
Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or safety reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

28 Earth Day Pole Banner Request. 
 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the Monroe County 

Earth Day Committee for permission to display vertical pole banners and an overhead banner across 
Monroe Street from April 1 – 22, 2013, and recommending that the request be approved. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

29 Annual Earth Day Celebration. 
 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the Monroe County 

Earth Day Planning Committee for permission to hold the Annual Earth Day Celebration on April 20, 
2013, and to close the affected streets, and recommending that Council approve the request contingent 
upon items being met as outlined by the administration, subject to no additional overtime or other costs 
to the City, and that the City Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or 
safety reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

30 Light of Hope Event. 
 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the Monroe County 

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program for permission to hold their Light of Hope Event at 
Munson Park on May 11, 2013 from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and recommending that Council approve the 
request contingent upon items being met as outlined by the administration, subject to costs recovery & 
fee waivers in accordance with City Council adopted policy, with no reduction in fees to use Munson 
Park, and that the City Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or 
safety reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out 
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31 Copper Tubing Bid Award. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Water and Wastewater Utilities, reporting back on bids received for 

the purchase of approximately a year’s worth supply of Copper Tubing, and recommending that a 
purchase order in the amount of $31,840.00 be awarded to Liberty Plumbing Supply out of Inkster, MI for 
providing the Water Department Copper Tubing in accordance with the bid specifications. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
32 Street Light Installation – Cass Street between Eighth and Seventh. 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, submitting a DTE Standard 

Agreement for Street Light Installation at Cass Street between Eighth and Seventh Streets, and 
recommending that the DTE Standard Agreement for Street Lighting for Municipal Street Lighting for this 
location be approved, and that the Director of Engineering and Public Services be authorized to execute 
it on behalf of the City. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
33 New Public Safety Building Concept Design – Professional Services Award. 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, reporting back on proposals 

received on January 30, 2013 for Professional Services to complete the first phase of the new Public 
Safety Building Concept Design, and recommending that Council award a contract to Redstone 
Architects, Inc. at a fixed fee of $26,062, and that the Director of Engineering and Public Services be 
authorized to execute any necessary and appropriate agreements on behalf of the City. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
34 Maybee Elevated Tank Repainting and Repairs Bid Award 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, reporting back on bids received on 

February 11, 2013 for the repainting of the elevated water storage tank located within the Village of 
Maybee and a proposal received to provide construction engineering services, and recommending that 
Council award the contract to Industrial Painting Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $64,700, and that a 
total of $74,400 be encumbered to include a 15% project contingency, and further recommending that 
the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer be authorized to sign the contracts on behalf of the City of Monroe, and 
further recommending that a contract be awarded to Dixon Engineering, Inc. for construction engineering 
services in the amount of $11,180 and that the Director of Engineering and Public Services or his 
designee be authorized to execute it on behalf of the City. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
35 Proposed Storm Sewer  - Alley Between Riverview Avenue and Arbor Avenue, South of Noble Avenue – 

SAD  #233 – Resolution Number 2. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, submitting Resolution No. 2 in the 

special assessment process declaring the installation of a storm sewer to service some of the properties 
adjacent to the alley between Riverview Avenue and Arbor Avenue, South of Noble Avenue, and 
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recommending that the attached Resolution 2 be adopted, and that the public hearing be scheduled for 
March 4, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers. 

2.    Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the resolution be carried out. 
 

36 Sale of Excess City Owned Property. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Economic and Community Development, reporting back on 

proposals received for the sale of excess City owned property located near the intersection of East First 
Street and Kentucky Avenue, and recommending that Council approve the sale of the 0.555 acres of 
City owned land (Parcel #49-01491-004) located near the intersection of East First Street and Kentucky 
Avenue to the Salvation Army for the offered price of $6,000.00, subject to reservation of easements for 
existing or planned public storm water facilities, reservation of a first right of refusal to repurchase the 
property in the event the Salvation Army proposed development does not proceed, and review and 
approval of a purchase agreement and closing documents by the City of Monroe attorney; and that City 
Council authorize the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer to execute the necessary documentation including the 
property deed. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

37 Proposed Capital Improvements Program Budget – FY 2013-2019. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development, submitting the Proposed FY 

2013-2019 Capital Improvements Program Budget, and recommending that Council adopt the FY2013-2014 
Capital Improvements Program Budget, following consideration of any comments received at the public 
hearing. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Hensley that items 25, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 31, 33,  35, 36 and 37 of the Consent Agenda be approved as indicated and that items 26, 32, and 34 be 
removed and considered separately. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 
26 The communication from the City Manager’s Office was presented, reporting back on a request from the 
Monroe County Convention & Tourism Bureau for permission to hold the 7th Annual River Raisin Labor Day BBQ 
Festival on August 31, 2013, and to close the affected streets, and recommending that Council approve the request 
for Saturday, August 31st, contingent upon items being met as outlined by the administration, and that the City 
Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or safety reasons. 
 
Council Member Molenda stated that he noticed the date of the festival was listed as August 31st on the fact sheet 
but it was listed as September 1st on the application. 
 
Council Member Bica stated that typically the Labor Day Festival is held the Saturday before Labor Day, therefore 
the correct date would be August 31st. 
 
After discussion, it was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Hensley that item 
26 be accepted, placed on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
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Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
32 The communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services was presented, submitting a DTE 
Standard Agreement for Street Light Installation at Cass Street between Eighth and Seventh Streets, and 
recommending that the DTE Standard Agreement for Street Lighting for Municipal Street Lighting for this location 
be approved, and that the Director of Engineering and Public Services be authorized to execute it on behalf of the 
City. 
 
Council Member Hensley stated that because he is employed by DTE Energy, he would abstain from voting on this 
item. 
 
After discussion, it was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Kansier that item 32 
be accepted, placed on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
Ayes:   6   Nays:   0  Abstain:  1  (Council Member Hensley) 
Motion carried. 
 
34  The communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services was presented, reporting back on bids 
received on February 11, 2013 for the repainting of the elevated water storage tank located within the Village of 
Maybee and a proposal received to provide construction engineering services, and recommending that Council 
award the contract to Industrial Painting Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $64,700, and that a total of $74,400 be 
encumbered to include a 15% project contingency, and further recommending that the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer 
be authorized to sign the contracts on behalf of the City of Monroe, and further recommending that a contract be 
awarded to Dixon Engineering, Inc. for construction engineering services in the amount of $11,180 and that the 
Director of Engineering and Public Services or his designee be authorized to execute it on behalf of the City. 
 
Adam Yeager, 1833 South Custer Road, asked why the City is responsible for having the Maybee water tower 
painted; he thought the City only pumped water to them. 
 
Barry LaRoy, Director of Water and Wastewater, responded stating that the elevated storage tank in the Village of 
Maybee is owned and operated by the City of Monroe, as well as the Ida and Roessler tanks.  He explained that 
painting the tank is just a part of maintenance. 
 
Adam Yeager, 1833 South Custer Road, asked if any money was returned to the City for the painting. 
 
George Brown, City Manager explained that the rates charged to all customers include a portion to finance 
maintenance, large repairs, and capital improvements. 
  
After discussion, it was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Beneteau that item 
34 be accepted, placed on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor’s Comments. 
 
Mayor Clark spoke in regard to Consent Agenda item 36, thanking the Salvation Army and the Captain for attending 
the meeting and commenting on the good work that the Salvation Army is doing. 
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City Manager Comments 
 
George Brown, City Manager spoke in regard to the loss of Dan Malotky, Senior Accountant, Finance Department, 
after a long brave battle with cancer, stating that he was very much a gentleman and a great co-worker.   
 
Citizen Comments 
 
Frank Grzywacki, 116 Hollywood, asked if the Building Department could check into the abandoned house at 417 
East Elm Avenue regarding code issues.  Mayor Clark stated that George Brown, City Manager would forward this 
to the Building Department to find out the status of the situation and he will respond back. 
 
Anthony Maenle, 730 Wolverine, complained about an employee in the Building Department regarding work he was 
having done at his house.  He stated that there were three different occurrences where he feels that the Building 
Department overstepped their bounds.  Mayor Clark stated that George Brown, City Manager would be willing to 
meet with him after the meeting.  He asked Mr. Maenle to provide the dates of the occurrences, if possible. 
 
Closed Executive Session 
 
It was moved by Council Member Hensley and seconded by Council Member Kansier that Council go into Closed 
Executive Session to discuss Potential Real Estate Acquisition at 7:57 p.m. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Hensley that Council reconvene to 
Open Session at 8:36 p.m. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Kansier and seconded by Council Member Molenda that the meeting adjourn at 
8:37 p.m. until the next Regular Meeting on Monday, March 4, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Charles D. Evans   Robert E. Clark 
City Clerk-Treasurer   Mayor 


