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CITY OF MONROE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2011 
 
Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Monroe, M ichigan held on Monday, August 15, 2011 at  
7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Present:  Council Members Pais ley, Bica, Molenda, Conner, Beneteau, Hensley and Mayor Clark. 
 
Charles D. Evans, City Clerk-Treasurer gave the invocation. 
 
Mayor Clark led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Consent Agenda

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from Bonnie Finzel-
Doster on behalf of The Homeless Network for permission to display a banner across Monroe 
Street from November 7-28, 2011 announcing Homeless Awareness Week, and recommending 
approval of the request. 

.  (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and may be approved by one motion.  
Any item may be removed for separate discussion by a Councilperson or citizen.) 

 
Charles D. Evans, City Clerk-Treasurer noted that Item 170 and 171 have been rev ised. 
 
A. Approval of the m inutes of the Special Meeting held on Monday, August 1, 2011 and the minutes of the 

Regular  Meeting held on Monday, August 1, 2011. 
 

B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $ 837,302.35 
 Action:  Bills be allowed and warrants  drawn on the var ious accounts for their payment. 

 
162 Homeless Network Banner Request. 

 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
 

163 Monroe Milers Running Club – Custer Week 4-Mile Fun Run. 
 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from Race Director 

Rodney Johnson on behalf of the Monroe Milers  Running Club for  permiss ion to hold the annual 
Custer Week 4-Mile Fun Run on October 9, 2011 at 3:00 p.m., to close the affected s treets, and for 
assis tance from the City and Police Department, and recommending that Council approve this 
request contingent upon items being met as outlined by the adminis tration, subject to costs 
recovery & fee waivers in accordance with City Council adopted policy, and that the City Manager 
be granted author ity to alter/amend the event due to health and /or safety  reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
 

164 Annual Community Picnic  in the Park. 
 
1. Communication from the City  Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from Cpl. Jeppesen on 

behalf of the Police Department for  permiss ion to hold their annual “Picnic in the Park” at S t. Mary’s 
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Park on August 20, 2011, and to close W. Elm Avenue between Monroe and Borgess s treets from 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., and recommending that Council approve the request contingent upon 
items being met as outlined by the adminis tration, subject to no additional overtime or other costs 
to the c ity in accordance with City Council adopted policy, and that the City Manager be granted 
authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or safety reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
 

165 Profess ional Services for  the Fiscal Year 2011-12 Cross Connection Inspection Program Proposals. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Water & Wastewater Utilities, reporting back on proposals for  

professional services for the Fiscal Year 2011-12 Cross Connection Inspection Program, and 
recommending that a purchase order in the amount of $13,800 for profess ional serv ices to ass is t 
with the implementation of the City’s annual cross-connection control / backflow prevention 
program be awarded to Hydro Designs, Inc in accordance with their  proposal dated July  15, 2011, 
and fur ther recommending that the Director of Water & Wastewater Utilities or his des ignee be 
authorized to s ign all necessary documents on behalf of the City  of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
 

166 Arthur Lesow Community  Center (ALCC) Lighting Upgrades and Mechanical Improvements Bids. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineer ing & Public Serv ices, reporting back on bids 

received for the ALCC Lighting Upgrades and Mechanical Improvements, and recommending that 
Council award a contract for Lighting Upgrades and Mechanical Improvements for the Arthur 
Lesow Community Center in the amount of $194,700 to Monroe Plumbing & Heating Co., with 
$218,000 encumbered to inc lude a 12% contingency, and fur ther recommending that the Mayor 
and Clerk-Treasurer be authorized to sign the contracts on behalf of the City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
 

167 Arthur Lesow Community  Center (ALCC) and Navarre Library Consultant Serv ices Award. 
 
1. Communication from the Director  of Engineer ing & Public Services, reporting back on the design 

consultant services award for the ALCC and Navarre Library, and recommending that Council 
authorize additional work on a “Not to Exceed” basis as described in the attached documents to 
James S. Jacobs Architects , PLLC, in the total amount of $12,000 for the ALCC work, and $7,500 
for the Navarre Library work, and fur ther recommending that the Director of Engineer ing & Public 
Services be author ized to issue purchase orders as appropr iate. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
 

168 Veterans Park Access to Recreation Grant Acceptance and Change Order. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public  Services, reporting back on the Veterans 

Park Access to Recreation Grant through the Community Foundation of Monroe County and 
submitting a Change order to the 2011 Sidewalk Replacement Program, and recommending that 
the Access to Recreation grant through the Community  Foundation of Monroe County be accepted, 
and that the Mayor be author ized to execute the grant agreement on behalf of the City , and fur ther 
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recommending that a change order to the 2011 S idewalk Replacement Program in the amount of 
$12,879 be awarded to G.V. Cement Contracting Co., that the Director of Engineering & Public 
Services be author ized to execute it on behalf of the City , and fur ther recommending that $4,790 
be author ized for purchase of a musical unit from Playwor ld M idstates of Holland, M ichigan, and 
finally recommending that any remaining funds within the grant allocation be appropr iated for 
related items as determined by s taff, or applied to contingencies of any of the awarded work 
activ ities. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
  

169 American Heart Association Monroe Heart Chase. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the American 
Heart Association Youth Marketing Director Brittany Merritt for permission to hold the 1st ever 
Monroe Heart Chase to raise awareness and help raise money for heart disease on October 1, 
2011, to waive all fees and to use St. Mary’s Park, Loranger Square, and c ity sidewalks for the 
walk on s treets bounded by East Firs t, East Front, North Telegraph, East Elm, and North Macomb 
from 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon, and recommending that Council approve the request contingent upon 
items being met as outlined by the adminis tration, subject to no additional overtime or other costs 
to the c ity in accordance with City Council adopted policy, and that the City Manager be granted 
authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or safety reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
 

170 Patrol Officers. 
 
1. Communication from the Human Resources Director, submitting a tentative agreement between 

the City of Monroe and the Police Officers Association of M ichigan (representing the Patrol 
Officers), and recommending that Council approve the POAM/Police Officers 2011 – 2014 
Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 

 
171 Assignment of Cross-Trained Public Safety Officers. 

 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, submitting a proposed resolution for the 

assignment of cross-trained Public Safety Officers to provide supplemental assis tance for fire 
suppression and other hazardous inc ident response, and recommending that Council approve the 
attached resolution, which assigns cross-trained Police Department personnel to provide 
supplemental assis tance for fire suppress ion and other hazardous incident intervention. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 

 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Hensley that item 162, 163, 164, 
169, 170 and 171 of the rev ised Consent Agenda be approved as presented and that item 165, 166, 167 and 
168 be removed and considered separately. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carr ied. 
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165 The communication from the Director of Water & Wastewater Utilities, reporting back on proposals for  
professional services for the Fiscal Year 2011-12 Cross Connection Inspection Program, and recommending 
that a purchase order in the amount of $13,800 for profess ional services to assis t with the implementation of the 
City’s annual cross-connection control / backflow prevention program be awarded to Hydro Designs, Inc in 
accordance with their proposal dated July 15, 2011, and fur ther recommending that the Director of Water & 
Wastewater Utilities or his des ignee be authorized to sign all necessary documents on behalf of the City of 
Monroe. 
 
David Smith, 530 Hollywood Blvd asked if the contracted cross connection inspection people will be identified 
and bonded and how will the res idents know if and who they are. 
 
Barry LaRoy, Director of Water & Wastewater Utilities  explained that the firm will help the water department with 
the year ly inspections focusing primarily on commerc ial establishments.  He said that there will be notice given 
before the inspection, an appointment will be made with the property owner and if there is a need for follow-up 
or re- inspection, a consultant as well as a water department employee will follow through with the inspection. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and second by Council Member Bica that item 165 be accepted, 
placed on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carr ied. 
 
166 The communication from the Director  of Engineer ing & Public Serv ices, reporting back on bids received 
for the ALCC Lighting Upgrades and Mechanical Improvements, and recommending that Council award a 
contract for Lighting Upgrades and Mechanical Improvements for the Arthur Lesow Community Center in the 
amount of $194,700 to Monroe Plumbing & Heating Co., with $218,000 encumbered to include a 12% 
contingency, and fur ther recommending that the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer be authorized to sign the contracts  
on behalf of the City of Monroe. 
 
Council Member Beneteau said that he has a concern with what the architect on this project wrote in his  
recommendation.  He said that there was only a difference of $836 between the lowest and second lowest 
bidder and that both companies are well equipped to do the work.  He continued that the second lowest bidder 
uses two sub-contractors from within the c ity limits of Monroe who have done work on the project already and 
he believes that Council should award the work to a company who is using local sub-contractors. 
 
Council Member Molenda suggested that Council have a Work Session to flush out what their  position would be 
in terms of their  approach for awarding contracts and purchase agreements. 
 
Council Member Pais ley explained the difference in the process with an RFP (request for proposals) and an 
RFQ (request for bids). 
 
Patrick Lewis, Engineer ing & Public Serv ices said that the key words in their construction contracts are “lowest 
responsible bidder” which sort of forms the foundation for  his recommendation.  He also explained that he 
doesn’ t typically break down the sub-contractors because he doesn’t know what they are and they can vary 
from contract to contract.  He also explained the requirements in the bid and the bas is of the recommendation of 
a specific bidder. 
 
Ed Sell, Finance Director noted that in the purchasing ordinance there is some pretty s trong language that says 
you can’ t cons ider local preference as a reason to award a contract unless the pr ices are exactly equal. 
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Tom Ready, City Attorney said that Mr. Sell is exactly r ight about what the ordinance says, however is Council is  
inc lined to award the contract to the second lower bidder for reasons of familiarity of the project, that would be 
entirely different. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Beneteau and second by Council Member Molenda that item 166 be 
postponed until the next regular meeting. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carr ied. 
 
167 The communication from the Director of Engineering & Public  Services, reporting back on the des ign 
consultant services award for the ALCC and Navarre Library, and recommending that Council author ize 
additional work on a “Not to Exceed” bas is as descr ibed in the attached documents to James S. Jacobs 
Architects, PLLC, in the total amount of $12,000 for the ALCC work, and $7,500 for the Navarre Library work, 
and fur ther recommending that the Director  of Engineer ing & Public Services be authorized to issue purchase 
orders as appropr iate. 
 
Council Member Molenda asked that the Director of Engineering give a brief summary of what the architect has 
done. 
 
Patrick Lewis, Director of Engineering & Public Services lis ted various the projects that James S. Jacobs 
Architects, PLLC have been work ing on and commented on their hourly rates. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and second by Council Member Paisley that item 167 be accepted, 
placed on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carr ied. 
 
168 The communication from the Director of Engineer ing & Public Services, reporting back on the Veterans 
Park Access to Recreation Grant through the Community Foundation of Monroe County and submitting a 
Change order to the 2011 Sidewalk Replacement Program, and recommending that the Access to Recreation 
grant through the Community Foundation of Monroe County be accepted, and that the Mayor be authorized to 
execute the grant agreement on behalf of the City, and fur ther recommending that a change order to the 2011 
Sidewalk  Replacement Program in the amount of $12,879 be awarded to G.V. Cement Contracting Co., that the 
Director of Engineering & Public Serv ices be authorized to execute it on behalf of the City, and fur ther 
recommending that $4,790 be author ized for  purchase of a musical unit from Playworld M idstates of Holland, 
M ichigan, and finally recommending that any remaining funds within the grant allocation be appropriated for  
related items as determined by s taff, or applied to contingencies of any of the awarded work activ ities. 
 
Council Member Conner said that the Community Foundation has worked hand- in-hand with the City for grants, 
especially the Access to Recreation grant, and she would like to thank them. 
 
Mayor Clark commented on the benefits to Veteran’s Park because of the Access to Recreation grant and also 
commented on how the Community Foundation of Monroe County has been a leader in the community and he 
thanked them for it. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Conner and second by Council Member Hensley that item 168 be accepted, 
placed on file and the recommendation be carr ied out. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carr ied. 
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Council Comments. 
 
Council Member Molenda commented on item 170 and 171 of the Consent Agenda. 
 
Council Member Conner gave a report on foreclosures in the city and the recycling program at the MMSC and 
the youth garden in the Orchard East neighborhood. 
 
Council Member Beneteau congratulated and thanked the MCCTB and the promoters of the Fine Arts Fair for a 
very successful Jazz Festival event this past weekend. 
 
Council Member Hensley thanked the promoters of the Jazz Festival and Fine Arts Fair, commented on the 
upcoming Community Awareness Meeting, announced the upcoming backpack program at the ALCC, 
mentioned the Community Picnic  in the Park, and thanked the Patrolman for settling their contract. 
 
Mayor’s Comments. 
 
Mayor Clark thanked the city departments that were involved in preparation for  the Jazz Festival, commented on 
the recent Habitat for Humanity home dedication and the DTE Safety Award.  He commented about an ar tic le in 
Forbes magazine, about the housing market in Monroe and about item 170, the agreement between the City of 
Monroe and the Police Officers Association of M ichigan (POAM). 
 
City  Manager’s Comments. 
 
George Brown, City  Manager also commented on the agreement between the City of Monroe and the Police 
Officers Association of M ichigan (POAM). 
 
Citizen’s Comments. 
 
James Tiganelli, Pres ident of POAM, 27156 Joy Road, Redford, MI, thanked Mayor and Council for their  
comments, support and confidence in their Police Officers and now their Public Safety Officers and c ited some 
of the benefits of having Public Safety  Officers. 
 
Adjournment. 
 
It was moved by Council Member Molenda and seconded by Council Member Paisley that the meeting adjourn 
at 8:29 p.m. until the next Regular Meeting on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carr ied. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Charles D. Evans   Robert E. Clark  
City  Clerk-Treasurer   Mayor 


