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CITY OF MONROE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2010 
 
Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Monroe, M ichigan held on Monday, June 7, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. in the City  
Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Present:  Council Members Beneteau, Hensley, Paisley, Bica, Molenda, Conner and Mayor Clark. 
 
Charles D. Evans, City Clerk-Treasurer gave the invocation. 
 
Two Boy Scouts from Monroe led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Presentation. 
 
Presentation by Councilwoman Conner – National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors and Charlie Sanders 
Scholarship Fund. 
 
Ken Miller, President of NAFA Southeast Monroe, M ichigan, introduced NFL Hall of Famer Char lie Sanders and others on 
the National Association of Insurance & Financial Advisors and Charlie Sanders Scholarship Fund. Graduating high school 
seniors Daniel Jones (Airport), Amanda Boggs (Jefferson) and Eileen Stefansky (Dundee) were presented $500 
scholarship checks. 
 
Presentation by Ken Gilsdorf, CSX Transportation Community Affairs Director, regarding CSX’s plan to conduct a “ train 
speed increase.” 
 
Proclamations. 
 
108 Exercise Is Medicine Week – June 7-13, 2010. 
 
Mayor Clark read and presented a Proclamation to Kim Searl, owner of M ind Body Balance. 
 
Council Action. 
 
82 Postponed at the April 19, 2010 meeting. 
 

Communication from the City Manager’s Office, submitting a service agreement that renews the agreement, as 
modified by the City Attorney, between the City of Monroe and the Monroe County Library System for an 
additional 4 years, and recommending that Council approve the service agreement.  It was moved by Councilman 
Molenda and seconded by Councilman Beneteau that item 82 be postponed for fur ther discussion and a meeting 
with the Monroe County Library System. 

 
It was moved by Councilman Molenda and seconded by Councilman Beneteau that the 82 be brought forward for  
consideration from postponement. 
Ayes:  7 Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
 
Councilman Molenda pointed out two typographical errors in the agreement.  The firs t error is in item 7, line two should 
read, “ that of the administrative office”.  And the second error is in item 8, at the beginning of line five it should refer to 
“6(h)”, not 8(h).  He fur ther explained that he had asked for this item to be postponed to have a meeting with the County 
Library System to talk about issues, needs and ideas which has taken place.  He said that he hopes these talks and 
communication are ongoing. 
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It was moved by Councilman Molenda and seconded by Councilwoman Conner be accepted as amended, placed on file 
and the recommendation be carried out. 
Ayes: 7 Nays: 0 
Motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda

A. Approval of the M inutes of the Work Session held on Monday, May 17, 2010 and the M inutes of the Regular  
Meeting held on Monday, May 17, 2010. 

.  (All i tems listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and may be approved by one motion.  Any item 
may be removed for separate discussion by a Councilperson or citizen.) 

 

 
B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $1,010,923.36. 

Action: Bills be allowed and warrants drawn on the various accounts for their payment. 
 

109 Capital Asset Software Purchase. 
 

1. Communication from the Finance Director, submitting an agreement for the .Net version of the fixed 
asset module available from BS&A Software, and recommending that Council authorize the Finance 
Director to enter into an agreement with BS&A Software for the purchase of its .Net fixed asset software, 
including training and data conversion, in the total amount of $9,095. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

110 St. M ichael’s We Care Banner Request. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office reporting back on a request from St. M ichael’s We care 
for permission to display two banners across East Front and Monroe Streets from February 1 – 20, 
2011, announcing the annual telethon, and recommending approval of the request. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
111 St. M ichael’s We Care – Proposed Resolution. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office submitting a proposed resolution to recognize St. 
M ichael’s We Care as a non-profit organization in the Monroe community, and recommending that the 
resolution be adopted. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 
 

112 Scott Street Resurfacing Funding Contract with MDOT. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, submitting a proposed resolution 
delineating the terms of the Scott S treet Resurfac ing Funding Contract with MDOT and the actual 
agreement itself, and recommending that the attached resolution be approved, and that the local share 
of the costs be appropriated as detailed in the financial information below. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 

 
113 Custer Dr ive Resurfacing Funding Contract with MDOT. 
 

1. Communication from the Department of Engineer ing & Public Services, submitting a proposed resolution 
delineating the terms of the Custer Drive Resurfacing Funding Contract with MDOT and the actual 
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agreement itself, and recommending that Council approve the attached resolution and that the local 
share of the costs be appropriated as detailed in the financial information below. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 
 

114 Erie Street Sanitary Sewer Replacement – Change Order. 
 

1. Communication from the Department of Engineering & Public Services, submitting a Change Order to 
the 2010 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Program, to install a new manhole on the exis ting sewer where it 
has been presently exposed, and recommending that a Change Order in the amount of $23,300 be 
issued to Schumaker Brothers Construction for the Erie Street Replacement and West Front Street 
Manhole projects, and that a total of $28,000 be encumbered to include a 20% contingency, and fur ther 
recommending that the Director of Engineering & Public Services be authorized to execute the change 
order on behalf of the City. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

115 New Resort SDD License Request. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from Seth P. Tompkins, 
Attorney representing Fatima Elabed for City Council reconsideration of previous recommendation to 
deny a New Resort SDD License to be issued under R 436.1531(5) to be held in conjunction with an 
existing 2009 SDM License located at 467 Michigan Avenue based on staff finding that the current use 
of the property is a zoning non-conforming use (i.e. commercial use on a residential zoned lot, also with 
insuffic ient off-s treet parking), and expansion of that use was discouraged by the City Comprehensive 
Plan and Zoning Ordinance, and recommending that at this time Council not reconsider its August 17, 
2009 denial of the request by Fatima Elabed for a resort SDD liquor license for the property located at 
467 Michigan Avenue. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

116 COMEA Unit I 2010-2011 Wage Concession. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Human Resources, submitting a letter of understanding and 
tentative agreement between the City of Monroe and COMEA Unit I that will cancel and reestablish a 2% 
base wage adjustment effective June 30, 2011, and recommending, based on the favorable ratification 
vote by the Union on Wednesday, June 2, 2010, that Council approve the attached Letter  of 
Understanding. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

117 Proposed Moratorium on Resort SDD Licenses. 
 

1. Communication from the Interim Director of Planning & Recreation, submitting a proposed resolution to 
place a six (6) month moratorium on all requests and applications for Resort SDD license, and 
recommending that the attached resolution implement the six (6) month moratorium and authorize staff 
to undertake the necessary steps to develop a s tudy consis tent with the resolution and the direction of 
the City Manager. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 

 
It was moved by Councilman Molenda and seconded by Councilman Beneteau that items, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114 
and 116 be approved as indicated, and that items 115 and 117 be removed and considered separately. 
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Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
115 The communication from the City Manager’s Office was presented, reporting back on a request from Seth P. 
Tompkins, Attorney representing Fatima Elabed for City Council reconsideration of previous recommendation to deny a 
New Resort SDD License to be issued under R 436.1531(5) to be held in conjunction with an exis ting 2009 SDM License 
located at 467 Michigan Avenue based on s taff finding that the current use of the property is a zoning non-conforming use 
(i.e. commercial use on a residential zoned lot, also with insufficient off-s treet parking), and expansion of that use was 
discouraged by the City Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance, and recommending that at this time Council not 
reconsider its August 17, 2009 denial of the request by Fatima Elabed for a resort SDD liquor license for the property  
located at 467 Michigan Avenue. 
 
Councilman Beneteau expressed his concern about the denial of the SDD License due to the legal nonconforming use, 
which has since been clarified. He fur ther s tated that the approval would not be in violation of our current ordinances so he 
does not believe this item should be held up any longer. 
 
George Brown, City Manager explained how the application request is considered by Council, that Council is an advisory 
in the resolution to the M ichigan Liquor Control Commission, MLCC, and that ultimately the MLCC is the final author ity in 
the decis ion to issue the license but that they consider local input.  He explained the issues that initially held up the 
approval and the underlying staff concerns that brought about the recommendation. He explained that the property is in a 
residential zone and that the MLCC can issue up to ten (10) additional off-premises (SDD) liquor licenses per year in 
communities designated as a “resort area” but that the language also s tates the MLCC should determine if it is designed to 
attract and accommodate tour ists and visitors to the resort area.  He explained that the local concern is additional traffic, 
parking issues, additional late night hours and some neighborhoods could be impacted.  He said that since this is a 
discretionary decision by Council, the CPC and City Council may want to take time to review these criteria and determine 
whether they want to adopt a local policy for these extra licenses that can be issued. 
 
Tom Ready, City Attorney said that before fur ther consideration, Council should focus on the 15-day notice which was time 
stamped June 23, 2009, and considered in August 2009 and turned down at that time.  The notice states if the local 
community does not raise an objection within 15 days, in general it’s not raised at all.  The notice also s tates that although 
the local governing body approval is not required by the MLCC within 15 days of receiv ing the letter if the application 
location will not be in compliance with all public s tate and local building plumbing, zoning, fire sanitation, health laws and 
ordinances or if the applicant is considered ineligible due to other factors and the other factors could be, conceivably  most 
anything.  He continued that his understanding was that when this firs t came up it was pointed out that the location, 467 
Michigan Avenue, was of non-conforming use, that it is a party store in a residential area and the question is if adding the 
sale of liquor to the sale of beer and wine would be of non-conforming use.  A fter review of the ordinance with Mr. Green, it 
was his conclusion and recommendation that this would not be an expansion of non-conforming use. 
 
Seth Tompkins, Attorney for Ms. Elabed gave some history surrounding the request which explained how long his client 
has been trying to get this license established.  He requested that in the interest of fairness, his client has jumped through 
all the hoops that the City has laid out for them, and now has approval from planning, from Building, from Police and Fire, 
and said she does not violate any of the City codes and ordinances, that she has operated the s tore since 1987 with an 
SDM License for beer and wine, has had zero liquor violations, and has had one commendation in 2004, so they are 
requesting that the SDD Liquor License be approved without delay. 
 
Councilman Beneteau said that he agrees that Council should support a business that has proved itself over 23 years. 
 
Councilman Paisley commented on improving our communities by having more stores and being business fr iendly and 
said he thinks it should be approved and the resolution be adopted. 
 
Councilman Molenda inquired about what constitutes Monroe as being a “resort area” and what our obligation is to 
enumerate all of our potential objections all at once, given that the objections are legitimate. 
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Tom Ready, City Attorney said that presently, the applicant seems to be in compliance with the ordinances and the zoning 
code but the only other factor is in reference to the statute itself, which says a license may be granted by the commission 
for business and operation as determined by the commission, designed to attract and accommodate tour is ts and vis itors to 
the resort area.  He explained that Council would be free to render an opinion if it is of the opinion that this particular  
business is not des igned to attract and accommodate tour ists and raise an objection for that reason, otherwise he doesn’ t 
see any other area that would be called for by the notice.  He fur ther suggested that Council could withdraw the denial 
from last year and not raise a new objection, or raise an objection based on the proposed moratorium, or endorse the 
application. 
 
Councilwoman Conner said that she thinks the applicant has been very patient this past year.  She said that she knows 
the City of Monroe has a reputation of not being easy to do business with, but Ms. Elabed has proven herself and she is in 
favor of giving her a mercy go ahead. 
 
Councilman Bica is in favor of a comprehensive study of what a resort license is and who deserves to have one issued, 
but he is also in favor of approving the SDD license request. 
 
Councilman Paisley explained that the way he reads and understands the information; there should be no reason why the 
request cannot be approved by Council and forwarded to the MLCC. 
 
Mayor Clark said that the delays and waiting periods are both unacceptable.  He compared his view and definition to the 
MLCC, in reference to whether it is a business or residential area or a resort area, and he s tated that these areas are very 
vague definitions but that there needs to be direction from the community of where this bus iness is.  He said that when he 
visited the website that Mr. Tompkins referred to in his letter, he found that the local residents should have a chance to 
voice their opinion regarding the request for the SDD license and his concern is that Council has not heard from the local 
residents on this issue and that is why he would have a problem supporting the request at this time. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Beneteau and seconded by Councilman Paisley to withdrawal the denial of the August 17, 
2009 request for a New Resort SDD License at 457 Michigan Avenue. 
Ayes:  6   Nays:  1 (Councilman Hensley)  
Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Beneteau and seconded by Councilman Bica support the request for a Resort SDD License 
at 467 Michigan Avenue. 
Ayes:  5   Nays:  2 (Councilman Hensley and Mayor Clark) 
Motion carried. 
 
117 The communication from the Interim Director of Planning & Recreation was presented, submitting a proposed 
resolution to place a six (6) month moratorium on all requests and applications for Resort SDD license, and recommending 
that the attached resolution implement the six (6) month moratorium and authorize s taff to undertake the necessary steps 
to develop a study consis tent with the resolution and the direction of the City Manager. 
 
Councilman Beneteau said that if this had been passed on the Consent Agenda, it would have been counterproductive 
with the process taken on item 115 and said he thinks that all future requests for SDD license should be rev iewed, whether 
by the Planning Department, the CPC or by Council, however he does not think that a moratorium is needed. 
 
Jeff Green, Inter im Director of Planning & Recreation gave the his tory behind the idea of a six (6) month moratorium 
process and explained the difference in the two different SDD Resort Licenses. 
 
Dave Roberts, 706 Broadway commented the length of time spent on the SDD license issue. 
 
After discussion it was moved by Councilman Beneteau and seconded by Councilman Molenda that item 117 be denied. 
Ayes:  7   Nays:  0 
Motion carried. 
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Council Comments. 
 
Councilman Beneteau commented on the COMEA Unit I Agreement and said that he appreciated the work and bargaining 
that went into the agreement. 
 
Councilman Bica said he appreciates the wage adjustment by COMEA Unit I and reminded everyone about the U.S. Army 
Fife and Drum Corps performance on Fr iday, June 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in Loranger Square and the sale of the 1812 
medallion bracelets for $10 and the ALCC rib dinner sale on Saturday, June 11, 2010 from 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at 
Beeks Bar & Grill. 
 
Councilwoman Conner commented on the Custer Weekend Celebration, the s tudents at Water loo School who planted and 
designed a garden in the Western Avenue area and expressed her disappointment about the cancellation of the parade.  
She also mentioned the American Clean Energy Forum at the IHM Mother House on Tuesday, June 8, 2010, from 6:00 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. and said that there were 155 foreclosures in the City of Monroe last month. 
 
Mayor Comments. 
 
Mayor Clark thanked COMEA Unit I for their time, effor t and resolutions, and for  their commitment to the entire budget 
process.  He also commented on the Custer Centennial Celebration, of the people in attendance who spoke and 
participated, and thanked those city employees who were involved in the process for their help.  He also commented on 
the tornado victims in Dundee and thanked our Police and Fire Departments for their help with our city  residents who were 
also vic tims of the same. 
 
City Manager’s Comments. 
 
George Brown, City Manager reiterated the recognition to COMEA Unit I and commented on the ongoing c leanup work 
from the s torm and asked residents to bring their limbs and debris from the s torm out to the road for pickup. 
 
Citizen’s Comments. 
 
Pat McElligott, 813 Reisig Street commented on the lack of Council Meeting information on the City website, expressed 
concern about the train tracks being blocked during the tragic accident with no access to the entire east end, and also 
commented on the floral arrangements at Memorial Park that should have been in for the Memorial Day Parade and the 
new signage regarding the City of Monroe. 
 
Albert Drescher commented on the accident that blocked the tracks and said that there was a way to access the east end 
during that time.  He also commented on his yard. 
 
Nora Jones, 401 Conant Avenue commented on the overworked Police Department. 
 
Closed Executive Session. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Molenda and seconded by Councilwoman Conner that the Council go into Closed Executive 
Session to discuss pending litigation and collective bargaining at 9:32 p.m. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
 
It was moved by Councilwoman Conner and seconded by Councilman Hensley that Council reconvene into open session 
at 11:15 p.m. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
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Adjournment. 
 
It was moved by Councilwoman Conner and seconded by Councilman Hensley that meeting adjourn at 11:15 p.m. until the 
next Regular Meeting on Monday, June 21, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Charles D. Evans   Robert E. Clark 
City Clerk-Treasurer   Mayor 
 


