
CITY OF MONROE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008 

 
Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Monroe, Michigan held on Monday, December 15, 2008 at 
7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Present:  Council Members Beneteau, Clark, Paisley, McGhee, Molenda, Conner, and Mayor Worrell. 
 
Charles D. Evans, City Clerk-Treasurer gave the invocation. 
 
Mayor Worrell led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Presentations.
  
Presentation by Howard Penrod, Monroe County Road Commission and Patrick Lewis, the Director of 
Engineering and Public Services on snow policies and procedures. 
 
Patrick Lewis, Director of Engineering and Public Services stated that the city portion of the presentation would 
be delivered by Scott Davidson, Coordinator of Public Services and introduced Howard Penrod, Managing 
Director of the Monroe County Road Commission on behalf of the County. 
 
Howard Penrod, Managing Director of the Monroe County Road Commission explained the different routes, the 
color codes of each route and how each route is categorized for importance of clearing.  He further stated that 
the mix for treatment of snow and ice will be a mixture of sand & salt this year because of the cost for salt. 
 
Councilman Beneteau asked what effect this will have on school closures. 
 
Howard Penrod, Managing Director of the Monroe County Road Commission said he expects it will have an 
effect on the school closings because transportation makes the call on safety of travel. 
 
Councilman Clark asked if the MCRC looked at traffic crash data for certain intersections and stretches of road 
where there is a fatality rate. 
 
Howard Penrod, Managing Director of the Monroe County Road Commission said that they have that 
information available but that the information is not specific to snow and ice events, that they rely significantly on 
the Sheriffs Department and Central Dispatch keep them apprised of accidents and they respond to their 
reports. 
 
Mayor Worrell asked how many miles of county roadway the MCRC is responsible for and how many trucks 
cover that area. 
 
Howard Penrod, Managing Director of the Monroe County Road Commission said that there is about 460 miles 
of primary road, 900 miles of local road and 500 miles of state highway.  He further stated that they have 30 
trucks. 
 
Scott Davidson, Coordinator of Public Services stated the main purpose is to provide safe travel for the public,  
that the goal is to maintain M-125 and the major streets to bare pavement and maintain a clear driving track at 
stop signs and curbs on the local streets within 18 hours of the end of snowfall.  He continued that a secondary 
goal on local streets, cul-de-sacs and dead ends is 36 hours from the end of snowfall.  He charted call out 
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procedures and the two ordinances that apply during a snow and ice event and a snow emergency.  He further 
stated that the city has 82 miles of roadway. 
 
George Brown, City Manager pointed out that the city has other employees with the proper certification and 
licenses to operate the equipment and if needed we have the ability to pull personnel from other departments to 
supplement the snow removal force. 
 
Adam Yeager, 1833 S. Custer Road addressed Mr. Penrod regarding the problems created from snow plowing 
by the Monroe County Road Commission. 
 
Consent Agenda.  (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and will be approved by one motion, 

unless a Council member or citizen requests that an item be removed and acted on as a separate agenda item) 
 
A. Approval of the Minutes of the Work Session held on November 3, 2008, Work session held on 

November 8, 2008, Special Meeting held on December 1, 2008, the Regular Meeting held on 
December 1, 2008. 

 
B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $596,691.02. 

Action: Bills be allowed and warrants drawn on the various accounts for their payment. 
 

299 Liquid Aluminum Sulfate Chemical Bid. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Water and Wastewater Utilities, reporting back on bids 
received to supply Liquid Aluminum Sulfate (Alum) for the remaining 6 months of the fiscal 
year and recommending that a purchase order be awarded to General Chemical Performance 
Products, LLC to supply Liquid Aluminum Sulfate from January 1, 2009 through June 30, 2009 
based on the bid unit price of $487.00 / ton. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
300 River Sanitary Manhole Reconstruction – Change Order. 
 
 1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, submitting a Change 

Order to add two (2) additional projects to the last year’s Sanitary Sewer Replacement 
Program and recommending that Council award the attached Change Order to the North 
Roessler Street / Lavender Street Alley Sanitary Sewer Reconstruction (original contract) 
project to Schumaker Brothers Construction for this work in the amount of $60,000, and that a 
total of $75,000 be encumbered to include a 25% project contingency and further 
recommending that the City Engineer be authorized to sign the change order on behalf of the 
City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

301 North Telegraph Road Sanitary Pump Station Rehabilitation – Change Order. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, submitting a Change 
Order to the contract awarded for the rehabilitation of the North Telegraph Road Sanitary 
Pump Station on March 17, 2008 and recommending that Council award a Change Order to 
the North Telegraph Road Sanitary Pump Station project to Triangle Excavating in the amount 
of $7,012 for the costs to continue bypass pumping for 16 days beyond the contractual 
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requirements and further recommending that the City Engineer be authorized to sign the 
Change Order on behalf of the City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
302 2008 Water Main Rehabilitation Program – Continuation of Inspection Services. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, submitting a request for 
additional allocation for increased inspection hours in 2008 and recommending that an 
additional purchase order in the amount of $20,000 be awarded to Arcadis U.S., Inc. for 
inspection on the 2008 Water Main Rehabilitation Program and further recommending that the 
Director of Engineering and Public Services be authorized to issue the purchase order on 
behalf of the City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
303 Last Day Dog Rescue Resolution. 
 

1. Communication from the City Managers Office, submitting a proposed resolution that would 
officially recognize the Last Day Dog Rescue as a non-profit organization in the Monroe 
Community in order to apply for a charitable gaming license from the State of Michigan Lottery 
Division and recommending that the resolution be adopted. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 
 

304 City of Monroe Snow and Ice Policy Adoption. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, submitting policy 
revisions to the City of Monroe’s Snow and Ice Control Policy and recommending that Council 
adopt the attached City of Monroe Snow and Ice Control Policy Statement. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

305 ALCC Basketball Court Replacement. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, reporting back on bids 
received for the complete removal and replacement of the existing gymnasium floor and 
associated work, and recommending that Council award the base bid for the replacement of 
the gymnasium floor to Tensho, LLC in the amount of $62,770, contingent upon all of the 
following:  a) submission of Labor Harmony documentation, b) final reference check by the 
Architect, and c) verification of adequacy of floor system proposed; that Council award 
alternates 1, 2, and 4 to Phoenix Contracting in the amount of $11,800; and that the Mayor and 
Clerk-Treasurer be authorized to execute both contracts on behalf  of the City of Monroe, and 
further recommending that if the base bid low bidder is unable to fulfill any of the above terms, 
the contract be awarded to the second low bidder, subject to the same requirements and 
further recommending that a 15% project contingency above the total awarded amount be 
encumbered to the respective projects. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
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Councilman Paisley left the chamber at 7:55 p.m. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Beneteau and supported by Councilwoman Conner that item’s 299, 300, 301, 302 
and 305 be approved as indicated and that items 303, and 304 be removed and considered separately. 
Ayes:   6   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
303  The communication from the City Managers Office, submitting a proposed resolution that would officially 
recognize the Last Day Dog Rescue as a non-profit organization in the Monroe Community in order to apply for 
a charitable gaming license from the State of Michigan Lottery Division and recommending that the resolution 
be adopted. 
 
Councilman Molenda asked if anyone was in attendance representing the Last Day Dog Rescue organization 
because he wanted to take the opportunity to comment on the work they do in the community. When it was 
apparent that there was no representation, he stated that it would be a good idea to require someone from the 
organization to be present at the meeting when they have requested a resolution to be passed for their 
organization so council can ask questions. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Molenda and seconded by Councilman Clark that item 303 be accepted, placed 
on file and the resolution be adopted. 
Ayes:   6   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
304  The communication from the Director of Engineering and Public Services, submitting policy revisions to the 
City of Monroe’s Snow and Ice Control Policy and recommending that Council adopt the attached City of 
Monroe Snow and Ice Control Policy Statement. 
 
John Timko, 1034 Bentley Drive inquired about the article in the Monroe Evening News that indicated there 
would be no overtime for snow removal. 
 
George Brown, City Manager said that the city does not anticipate cutting out all overtime, however that 
depends on how the budget plays out and that depends on how sever the winter is. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Clark and seconded by Councilman McGhee that item 304 be accepted, placed on 
file and the recommendation be carried out. 
Ayes:   6   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Comments. 
 
Mayor Worrell wished everyone a Merry Christmas and stated that it was very cold in the chambers. 
 
Council Comments. 
 
Councilman Beneteau wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
Councilman Clark wished everyone a Merry Christmas and asked that we all remember to help someone in 
need this season because there are so many out there that need help. 
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Councilman McGhee wished everyone a Merry and safe Christmas and requested that everyone give to those 
who are in need and that the greatest gift is love. 
 
Councilman Molenda wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 
It was moved by Councilwoman Conner and seconded by Councilman McGhee that the City Manager requires 
the Building Department staff bring a Resolution to Council to set a flat fee for handicap ramp construction. 
 
Councilwoman Conner stated that through research it was found that the state constitution does allow for 
handicap special consideration, called sanction justification. 
 
George Brown, City Manger stated that the Building Department made the recommendation several months ago 
that the rate for handicap ramps be set at a flat fee of $123. 
 
After discussion the motion was voted on. 
 
Ayes:   6   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
Councilwoman Conner wished everyone a good Christmas and stated that the City Website provides new 
information available for those having problems with their mortgage or with foreclosure. 
 
Councilman Paisley returned to the chamber at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Charles D. Evans, Clerk Treasurer wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 
George Brown, City Manager stated that he was impressed with the response from City employees for their 
giving of goods, clothing, toys and money to the family that they adopted for Christmas. 
 
Citizen’s Comments. 
 
Andrea Jones, Executive Director of Mainstreet stated that the Facade Grant application for 2009 is now 
available for commercial properties located in the DDA District and buildings owned by non-profit organizations 
are also eligible to apply as well and the application can be found on the Mainstreet website at 
monroemainstreet.com or contact the office.  She further stated that the applications are due March 27, 2009.  
She continued to alert everyone of their commercial that would air on 13 ABC and on 24 NBC and wished 
everyone Happy Holidays.  
 
Adjournment. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Paisley and seconded by Councilman Beneteau that Council go into Closed 
Executive Session to discuss Collective Bargaining at 8:24 p.m.  
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilwoman Conner and seconded by Councilman Paisley that Council reconvene 
at 10:10 p.m. 
Ayes:   7   Nays:   0 
Motion carried. 
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It was moved by Councilman McGhee and seconded by Councilman Clark that the meeting adjourn at  
10:10 p.m. until the next regular meeting on Monday, January 5, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Charles D. Evans   Mark G. Worrell 
City Clerk Treasurer    Mayor 
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