minutes							
Citizens Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting
Monday, May 11, 2015 
7 p.m. 
City Council Chambers - Monroe City Hall

1.	Roll Call

Present: Chairman Miller; Vice Chairman Lamour; Secretary Swartz; Commissioners Roberts and Caldwell 

Excused: Commissioners: Hall, Smith and Robinson

Absent: Commissioner LaRoy 

Staff: Jeffrey Green, AICP, City Planner; Dan Swallow, AICP, Director of Economic & Community Development Division

Public: Councilperson Rafko and Mayor Clark	
			
2.	Pledge of Allegiance

3.	Consent Agenda 						

Motion by Commissioner Roberts to approve the Consent Agenda (agenda and minutes from April 13, 2015, regular meeting) as presented.  Second by Vice Chairman Lamour.

Motion passed unanimously (5-0) 

(Hall, LaRoy, Robinson and Smith not present)
		
4.	Case Reviews

	None

5.	Old Business

		Proposed Sign Ordinance 
· Staff Review
· Commission Discussion
· Commission Action
Mr. Swallow reviewed the proposed sign code revisions with the commission. There were questions and discussion regarding issues such as billboards and billboard locations, changeable signs, moving signs on vehicles, and lighting that outlines signs and windows along Telegraph Road.

Mr. Swallow also presented recent sign ordinance issues, however, the commission decided to move forward with the ordinance as proposed and to address “recent issues” at a future time.

With no further discussion, Chairman Miller asked the commission what it would like to do? 

Secretary Swartz made the motion to “send the proposed sign ordinance dated May 11, 2015, to the City Council with a recommendation for approval.” Second by Commissioner Roberts.

There be no discussion on the motion, Chairman Miller called for the vote.

The motion passed unanimously (5-0).

6.	New Business  

	None

7.	Project Updates

· Neighborhood Enterprise Zones
· Medical Marihuana
· Alternative Energy Ordinance
· Fence Ordinance
· Port Industrial District
· Master Plan

Neighborhood Enterprise Zones (NEZ)

Mr. Swallow updated commissioners on the status of the NEZ. He noted that the “time-of-sale” ordinance had its first reading on May 4. The final reading and resolutions to adopt the two proposed zones will be presented on May 18, 2015.

Medical Marihuana

Mr. Green updated the commission on the status of the medical marihuana legislation, specifically, the provisioning centers bill that was in the legislature several months ago. At this point, Mr. Green noted that there had been no movement on the bill, but that he would keep them apprised.



Alternative Energy Ordinance

Mr. Green stated that staff, at the direction of the commission, had obtained a copy of Raisinville Township’s Alternative Energy Ordinance and distributed it to the commission several months ago. To-date, the commission has not commented on the ordinance or indicated their interest in adopting the ordinance. Planning staff is prepared to introduce an alternative energy ordinance similar to Raisinville Township’s or to incorporate any changes or revisions suggested by the commission.

Fence Ordinance

Mr. Green went over proposed amendments to the zoning code, which affect fences. The primary focus of the amendments were to address fences in historic districts, decorative fences, and decorative fences in front yards.

After presenting the proposed changes, there was brief discussion between the commission and staff. Commissioner Caldwell brought up the issue involving the distance between a home and a fence put up on the property line by an adjacent property owner. He asked if there should be some sort of minimum distance between a house/structure and a fence for life/safety issues. Mr. Green stated that he had not considered that as part of the amendments proposed but thought that life/safety issues might more appropriately be placed in the Schedule of Regulations. He indicated that he would be willing to work with Commissioner Caldwell to determine where this language might best be inserted. The commission opted not to action on the proposed fence amendments.

Port Industrial District

Mr. Green indicated that the Planning Department had done no further work on the Port Industrial District beyond what had been presented to the commission several months ago.

Master Plan

Mr. Swallow updated the commission on progress related to the Master Plan. He noted that Planning Department staff have been meeting weekly to go through and edit the draft plan. The edited plan will be returned to LIAA for final formatting. He also noted that City Council will be providing funding to the department to hire consultants to finish up smaller, outstanding projects, such as the Master Plan edit.

Mr. Swallow inquired about a Future Land Use work session. It could be either a separate meeting on an off-night or scheduled prior to the June meeting. The general consensus was to hold the work session prior to the June CPC meeting. 



8. 	ASPR Committee Update

While no new cases, Mr. Green did update the commission on progress at the IHOP Restaurant at 1240 N. Dixie Highway.

9.	Public Infrastructure Projects

Planning staff provided a progress report on the N. Monroe Street Streetscape Project.

10.	Communications

None

11.	Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Caldwell shared his experience attending the First Fridays Chili Cook-Off where the County Health Department closed down the public chili tasting portion of the event. He wondered how group-sponsored events like this might get the information they needed so they can conduct a successful event?

Mr. Swallow briefly addressed the question by noting that the event was shut down by the County Health Department, however, the city had had no inquiries from or contact by the First Fridays organizers. Had the city been aware of what was being proposed, we might have been able to provide some direction.

Vice Chairman Lamour asked whether the CPC can send a request or recommendation to the Mayor’s Traffic Commission regarding the signal lights at the intersection of Monroe Street and Elm Avenue. Evidently, something has changed because traffic is beginning to back up at key times during the day.

He also recommended that the City Council take action to recognize the two state championships won by St. Mary’s Catholic Central High School.
 
12.	Staff Comments

None

13.	Public Comment

Councilperson Rafko addressed the commission and indicated that she would take their concerns and issues back to the City Council. 

14.	Planning-Related Articles

· Part 4: How Form-Based Codes Are Written; PlannersWeb
	
15.	Adjournment

	Motion by Commissioner Roberts to adjourn. Second by Vice Chairman Lamour.

Motion passed unanimously.
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