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RULE OF THE CHAMBER 
 Any person wishing to address City Council shall step up to the lectern, state their name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record, and unless 
further time is granted by the presiding officer, shall limit their address to three (3) minutes. 
A person may not give up or relinquish all or a portion of their time to the person having the floor or another person in order to extend a person's time limit in 
addressing the Council. 
 Any person who does not wish to address Council from the lectern, may print their name, address and comment/question which he/she would like brought 
before Council on a card provided by the Clerk/Treasurer and return the card to the Clerk/Treasurer before the meeting begins.  The Clerk/Treasurer will address the 
presiding officer at the start of Citizen Comments on the Agenda, notifying him of the card comment, and read the card into the record for response. 
 Those who want to use audio and image recording equipment in Council Chambers that requires a monopod, tripod or other auxiliary equipment for the 
audio and image devices shall notify the City Clerk before the meeting begins.  Arrangements will be made to accommodate the request in a manner that minimizes 
the possibility of disrupting the meeting.  No additional illuminating lights may be used in Council Chambers unless a majority of City Council members consent.  
Additionally, cell phones and pagers should be set to vibrate or silent mode when inside Council Chambers. 
 Should any person fail or refuse to comply with any Rules of the Chamber, after being informed of such noncompliance by the presiding officer, such a 
person may be deemed by the presiding officer to have committed a breach of the peace by disrupting the public meeting, and the presiding officer may then order 
such person excluded from the public meeting under Section 3 (6) of Open Meetings Act, Act 267 of 1976. 
 You will notice a numbering system under each heading.  There is significance to these numbers.  Each agenda Item is numbered consecutively beginning in 
January and continues through December of each calendar year. 
 The City of Monroe will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon one weeks' 
notice to the City Clerk/Treasurer.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Monroe by writing or calling: City of 
Monroe, City Clerk/Treasurer, 120 E. First St., Monroe, MI  48161, (734) 384-9138.  The City of Monroe website address is www.monroemi.gov. 

 
AGENDA - CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2012 
7:30 P.M. 

I. CALL TO ORDER. 
II. ROLL CALL. 
III. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
IV. PROCLAMATION. 

179 Monroe Public Schools Bully Prevention Week – September 16 – 22, 2012. 
 
180 United Way of Monroe County Month – October 2012. 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS. 
172 Public hearing for the purpose of reviewing and receiving comments on sidewalk installation on the south 

side of North Dixie Highway between Detroit Avenue and Ternes Drive, Special Assessment District 
Number 19.  There are no comments on file in writing in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

 
173 Public hearing for the purpose of reviewing and receiving comments on the installation of public street 

lighting to service properties located in Mason Run Phase 2, Special Assessment District Number 1.  There 
are no comments on file in writing in the in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

 
VI. CONSENT AGENDA.  (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and will be approved by one 

motion, unless a Council member or citizen requests that an item be removed and acted on as a separate agenda item.) 

A. Approval of the Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting held on September 4, 2012. 
 

B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $__________________. 
 Action:  Bills be allowed and warrants drawn on the various accounts for their payment. 

 
181 Appointments. 

 
1. Communication from the Mayor’s Office, submitting a proposed resolution for appointments to various 

City Boards and Commissions, and recommending the proposed Resolution be adopted. 
2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 

http://www.monroemi.gov/�
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182 Michigan Municipal League Annual Meeting – October 3, 2012. 

 
1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, submitting a request, by provisions of the League 

Bylaws, to designate an official representative to cast the vote of the municipality, and recommending 
that council chose an official representative and alternate representative. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

183 2012 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Program – Change Order Award – Dam #5. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, submitting a Change Order to the 

2012 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Program to include the 24” diameter sanitary sewer located behind 
Dam #5, and recommending that Council award a change order to the 2012 Sanitary Sewer 
Rehabilitation Program contract to Lanzo Lining Services, Inc. in the amount of $72,920, and that a 
total of $80,000 be encumbered to include a 10% project contingency, and further recommending that 
the competitive bidding process be waived for this award, for the reasons stated above, and further 
recommending that the Director of Engineering & Public Services be authorized to execute the change 
order on behalf of the City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Action:  Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

184 Sidewalk Installation on South Side of North Dixie Highway Between Detroit Avenue and Ternes Drive – 
Special Assessment Resolution Number 3 – Sidewalk Special Assessment District Number 19. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, submitting Resolution No. 3 in the 

special assessment process declaring the sidewalk installation on the south side of North Dixie 
Highway between Detroit Avenue and Ternes Drive a public necessity, and recommending that the 
attached Resolution 3 be adopted, and that this project be declared a public necessity. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 
 

185 Street Lighting Special Assessment District Number 1 – Mason Run Phase 2 – Special Assessment 
Resolution Number 3. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, submitting Resolution No. 3 in the 

special assessment process declaring the installation of public street lighting to service properties 
located in Mason Run Phase 2 a public necessity, and recommending that the attached Resolution 3 
be adopted, and that this project be declared a public necessity. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 
 

186 Street Lighting Special Assessment District Number 1 – Mason Run Phase 2 – Special Assessment 
Resolution Number 4. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, submitting Resolution No. 4, which 

schedules the final public hearing date on the assessment roll, and recommending that the attached 
Resolution 4 be adopted, and that the public hearing on the assessment roll be scheduled for Monday, 
October 1, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 
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187 Wastewater Pump Station Electrical Service Upgrades Bids. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Water & Wastewater, reporting back on bids received for the 

Pump Station Electrical Service upgrades, and recommending that a purchase order in the amount of 
$19,950 and a total amount of $23,000 be encumbered to include a 15% contingency, be awarded to 
Staelgrave-Turner Electric, Inc out of Monroe for the Pump Station Electrical Service Upgrades project 
as part of an approved FY 2012-2013 CIP project in accordance with the bid specifications. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
 

188 Authorizing Distribution of the Draft Comprehensive Plan Amendment Related to the Stewart Road Corridor 
for Public Comment. 
 
1. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development, submitting a request to 

authorize distribution of the Draft Comprehensive Plan Amendment related to the Stewart Road 
corridor for public comment, and recommending that Council authorize the distribution of the draft 
comprehensive plan (a.k.a. master plan) amendment related to the Stewart Road Corridor in 
conformance with Section 41 of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (PA 33 of 2008) and direct 
Department of Economic & Community Development staff to send copies of the draft plan to the 
required entities, and further recommending that Council authorize expenditures for planning and 
zoning services from LSL Planning, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $8,000, and that this amount be 
transferred from the Economic Development Fund. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
189 Accepting the Donation of Four Vacant Lots at 1110, 1114, 1124 & 1126 E. First Street. 

 
1. Communication from the City Manager, reporting back on the donation of four vacant lots at 1110, 

1114, 1124 & 1126 E. First Street, by the owners to the City and a letter of request to secure use of the 
properties from Tracy Palm, Executive Director of the Arthur Lesow Community Center (ALCC), and 
recommending that Council approve and authorize the acquisition of the properties noted above with 
the intention of allowing the ALCC to use the property to add to and expand its outdoor program 
offerings, subject to and subsequent to the following: The receipt of a formal, written commitment from 
the owners to transfer title to the property to the City, if the City chooses to accept ownership, the 
receipt of a satisfactory Phase I environmental report, the total costs to be incurred by the City to 
acquire clear and lien-free title to the property and to perform environmental due diligence does not 
exceed $7,500, and also recommending that Council allocate and authorize the transfer of up to 
$7,500 from Capital Project Fund reserve, to fund the costs related to the acquisition of the properties 
located at 1110, 1114, 1124 and 1126 E. First Street. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
190 2010-11 Water Main Replacement Program Group 2 – Settlement of Quantity and Extra Claims. 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, reporting back on the 2010-11 

Water Main Replacement Program Group 2, settlement of quantity and extra claims, and 
recommending that Council authorize an increase in the total contract award for the 2010-11 Water 
Main Replacement Program – Group 2 to C & D Hughes, Inc. from $2,715,000 to $2,843,369.73, 
according to the terms and conditions detailed in the August 16, 2012 letter from the Engineering 
Department to the contractor, and further recommending that the Director of Engineering & Public 
Services be authorized to carry out necessary change orders to this effect. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
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191 East Reservoir Joint & Concrete Crack Repairs at the Water Treatment Plant – Change Order Award. 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Water & Wastewater Utilities, submitting a change order to the 

East Reservoir Joint & Concrete Crack Repairs project at the Water Treatment Plant, and 
recommending that Council award a change order to the East Reservoir Existing Joint & Concrete 
Crack Repairs contract to Smith’s Waterproofing, LLC in the amount of $8,665.50, and that a total of 
$11,300 be encumbered to include a 30% project contingency, and further recommending that the 
competitive bidding process be waived for this award, for the reasons stated above, and further 
recommending that the Director of Water & Wastewater be authorized to execute the change order on 
behalf of the City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
192 Recommendation for Approval of Land Division at 300 Detroit Avenue, Parcel # 59-00417-020. 

 
1. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development, submitting a request from 

Brian McCarthy on behalf of Erin Development Company to divide a two (2) acre vacant parcel, #59-
00417-020, commonly referred to as 300 Detroit Avenue, and recommending that Council approve the 
proposed land division of parcel #59-00417-020 and authorize staff to complete all required procedural 
steps and documentation to create the two (2) new parcels. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

VII. MAYOR'S COMMENTS. 
VIII. CITY MANAGER COMMUNICATION. 
IX. COUNCIL COMMENTS. 
X. CITIZEN COMMENTS  
XI. ADJOURNMENT. 



 
 P R O C L A M A T I O N 
 
WHEREAS, our schools have the responsibility to ensure physically safe and 

emotionally secure environments for all students and school staff; and 
 
WHEREAS, bullying creates a climate of fear among students, inhibiting their ability to 

learn and contributing to other anti-social behaviors; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is important that we acknowledge and heighten awareness about the 

serious issues and the negative effects of bullying; and 
 
WHEREAS, bullying is a community-wide issue and students, families, and educators 

and the public at large all have a role in addressing bullying situations and 
changing school culture; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Monroe County Intermediate School District and all of Monroe 

County’s public schools are sponsoring an anti-bullying awareness 
program on Wednesday, September 19th

 

 at 7:00 p.m. at Monroe County 
Community College for parents and adults who are interested in helping 
to prevent bullying ; and 

WHEREAS, the theme of the program is “Stop Bullying Now!”; and 
 
WHEREAS, everyone should be involved in ending issues of bullying in schools and 

their communities. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert E. Clark, Mayor of the City of Monroe, with the full support 
of City Council, do hereby proclaim September 16 - 22, 2012, as “BULLY PREVENTION 
WEEK” in Monroe, and we encourage all citizens to become involved and learn how we 
can end the issues of bullying in our schools and community. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have hereunto set our hands and caused the Seal of the 
City of Monroe to be affixed this 17th

 
 day of September 2012. 

 
 ___________________________ 
 Robert E. Clark, Mayor 
Council Members: 
 
 
_______________________________ ___________________________ 
Jeffery A. Hensley, Precinct 1 Jerry McKart, Precinct 2 
 
 
_______________________________ ___________________________ 
Christopher M. Bica, Precinct 3 Jeremy J. Molenda, Precinct 4 
 
 
_______________________________ ___________________________ 
James R. Kansier, Precinct 5 Brian P. Beneteau, Precinct 6 



 
 
 P R O C L A M A T I O N 
 
WHEREAS, the United Way of Monroe County has been assisting local residents 

since 1926; and  
 
WHEREAS, the annual campaign of the United Way begins mid-September and runs 

thru the end of October; and 
 
WHEREAS, the United Way of Monroe County generates and allocates funds to about 

25 area agencies that supply residents with emergency and basic needs, 
health care and research, senior citizen services, day care, youth 
development and recreation, substance and physical abuse help, 
counseling and advocacy, and specialized transportation; and 

 
WHEREAS, this year’s campaign theme is “Give, Advocate, Volunteer, Live United”; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, campaign Chair Susan Vanisacker, Vice Chair Molly Luempert-Coy, Labor 

Chair Mary Smith, and Labor Vice Chair Robin Perry will be assisted by 
over 100 volunteers from community leaders, as well as hundreds of 
individuals and corporate volunteers, to raise the necessary funds to help 
the United Way meet its 2012 goal. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert E. Clark, Mayor of the City of Monroe, with the full support 
of City Council, do hereby proclaim the month of October 2012, as “UNITED WAY OF 
MONROE COUNTY MONTH” in Monroe, and we take this opportunity to extend our 
appreciation to all of the volunteers and agencies involved in this campaign for their 
caring and dedication for their community and we urge the citizens of Monroe to 
contribute to this worthwhile cause to the best of their ability. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have hereunto set our hands and caused the Seal of the 
City of Monroe to be affixed this 17th day of September 2012. 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Robert E. Clark, Mayor 
Council Members: 
 
 
_______________________________ ___________________________ 
Jeffery A. Hensley, Precinct 1 Jerry McKart, Precinct 2 
 
 
_______________________________ ___________________________ 
Christopher M. Bica, Precinct 3 Jeremy J. Molenda, Precinct 4 
 
 
_______________________________ ___________________________ 
James R. Kansier, Precinct 5 Brian P. Beneteau, Precinct 6 
 



 
 
 
 
 

RELATING TO:
 

  Appointments 

DISCUSSION:

 

  The attached Resolution recommends appointments to various City Boards and Commissions whose 
terms have expired and/or where there is a vacancy. 

Therefore, it is recommenced, that City Council approve the proposed Resolution making appointments to various City 
Boards and Commissions. 
 

 
CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:
        For, with revisions or conditions 

   For 

        Against 
        No Action Taken/Recommended 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 



 
APPROVAL DEADLINE: N/A 
 
REASON FOR DEADLINE: N/A 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   For  Against 
 
REASON AGAINST: N/A 

 

INITIATED BY:  
 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS, OR GROUPS AFFECTED:  City Operations 

 

 

FINANCES 
COST AND REVENUE PROJECTIONS: Cost of Total Project $ N/A 
 
 Cost of This Project Approval $ N/A 
 
 Related Annual Operating Cost $ N/A 
 
 Increased Revenue Expected/Year $ N/A 
 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDS: City Account Number Amount 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
 
 Other Funds  $ N/A 
   $ N/A 
   $ N/A 
   $ N/A   
Budget Approval: ________ 
  
 
FACT SHEET PREPARED BY:   Mayor’s Office DATE:  9/7/12 
 
REVIEWED BY:  Robert E. Clark, Mayor DATE:  
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:   9/17/12 



R E S O L U T I O N 
 

WHEREAS, there are terms on various Boards, Commissions, and Committees which have 

vacancies; and 

WHEREAS, a diligent effort has been made to fill these appointments; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following people are hereby appointed to the office and 
the term hereinafter indicated, September 17, 2012: 

 
 
COMMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND WATER QUALITY 
 
Isaac Owens, Jr. fill an unexpired term June 30, 2013 
 
 
LOCAL OFFICERS COMPENSATION COMMISSION 
 
Myron Smolinski 7 year term to October 1, 2019 
Jacob McLaughlin fill an unexpired term to October 1, 2017 
 
 
CITIZEN PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Joseph Robinson fill an unexpired term to January 12, 2015 
Joseph Buick fill an unexpired term to January 13, 2014 
Willie Hall 3 year term to January 12, 2015 
 
MONROE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 
Lee Markham 3 year term to January 12, 2015 
James Ryland 3 year term to January 12, 2015 
 





















































































CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

TING TO: Accepting the donation of four vacant lots at 1110, 1114, 1124 & 1126 E. First St. 

DISCUSSION: The City has received a letter (attached) from a representative of the owners of the four adjacent and vacant lots at 
1110, 1114, 1124 and 1126 E. First St., which expresses an interest by the owners to donate this property to the City. The City has 
also received a letter (attached) from Tracy Palm, Executive Director of the Arthur Lessow Community Center (ALCC), which 
describes ALCC Board and management interest in securing the use of the property, which is adjacent to the ALCC, for the purpose of 
expanding their community recreation and other programming opportunities. 

The attached aerial-image depicts the properties which are on the block in which the above noted property is located, with the 
approximate outline of this property in red. The City has long-owned the property on which the ALCC is located and the structure in 
which it is housed. As a community services partner of the City and, until recently, the County, the ALCC has leased the property it 
uses for its operations from the City for $1 .00. Lease terms are included in a regularly-renewed agreement between the ALCC and the 
City, which also includes language assigning to the ALCC responsibilities for providing some community enrichment services for 
residents in the region, performing regular property maintenance and paying for other facility operational costs. If the City Council 
does accept the ownership of the property noted above, it will be recommended that the current lease agreement with ALCC be 
amended to include its lease of this property also. 

Currently, we are aware of delinquent property tax and unpaid mowing invoice liens of about $4,840, which have been placed on this 
property, and upcoming winter property taxes estimated to be about $155. It is our understanding that the willingness of the owners to 
donate the property is predicated on the City also accepting liability for current liens, unpaid invoices and upcoming property taxes 
related to the property. For this year, the City Assessor has placed an Assessed Value on the properties of $5,540 total, or a True 
Cash Value of$11,080. 

Prior to the City taking ownership of property, it is recommended that a Phase I environmental review be conducted by a qualified 
professional, to help determine whether various public records and past uses of the subject and/or nearby properties may indicate an 
elevated potential for concern. A Phase I review and report preparation is a routine due-diligence activity, which helps qualify 
Michigan-property purchasers for some level of liability protection related to previously-caused environmental issues. The cost to 
have a Phase I review and report completed for this property is about $1,400. If approved for acquisition, additional funds should be 
allocated to cover the anticipated costs related to real estate transfer activities and a small contingency for the potential of 
unanticipated miscellaneous expenses. . 

Therefore, I am respectfully recommending that the Mayor and City Council approve and authorize the acquisition of the properties 
noted above, with the intention of allowing the ALCC to use the property to add to and expand its outdoor program offerings, subject 
to and subsequent to the following: 

• The receipt of a formal, written commitment from the owners to transfer title to the property to the City, if the City chooses to 
accept ownership 

• The receipt of a satisfactory Phase I environmental report 

• The total costs to be incurred by the City to acquire clear and lien-free title to the property and to perform environmental due
diligence does not exceed $7,500 

It is also recommended that the Mayor and City Council allocate and authorize the transfe fup to $7,500 from the Capital Project 
Fund reserve, to fund the costs related to the acquisition of the properties located aty~~yt 14, 1 U / d 1126 E. First St. 

CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: 

/)/( 

[8]For / ""/"/ ~17~~ 

0Fo~Jt~~ revisions or conditions 
0Against 
0No Action Taken/Recommended 

/8'1 



APPROVAL DEADLINE: September 17,2012 or soon thereafter 

REASON FOR DEADL1NE: Reasonable response time to owners' offer 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: X For 0Against 

REASON AGAINST: N/A 

D BY: City Manager 

Ill PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS, OR GROUPS AFFECTED: Ill 

FINANCES 
COST AND REVENUE PROJECTIONS: Cost of Total Project $7,500.00 

Cost of This Project Approval $7,500.00 

Related Annual Operating Cost $N/A 

Increased Revenue Expected./Y ear $N/A 

SOURCE OF FUNDS: City Account Number Amount 
Capital Project Fund Balance $7,500.00 

$N/A 
$N/A 
$N/A 
$N/A 

Other Funds $N/A 
$N/A 

Budget Approval: M $N/A 
$N/A 

'1 

/ ' 
/ 

/--. /(' 

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY: George A. Brown, City Manager // ch~ DATE: Sept. 12,2012 

REVIEWED BY: I DATE: 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: September 17,2012 



Arthur Lesow Community Center 
120 Eastchester • Monroe, Michigan 48161 • (734) 241-4313 

The Honorable Robert Clark, Mayor of Monroe 
and Members of the Monroe City Council 
120 E. First Street 
Monroe, Ml 48161 

Dear Mayor Clark and Members of the City Council, 

August 30, 2012 

Per my conversation with George Brown, City Manager, several weeks ago, I understand the City of Monroe might 
be granted four lots on E. First St., which borders the building and grounds of the Arthur lesow Community Center 
(ALCC). Should the City be granted these lots, on behalf of the ALCC Board of Directors and the ALCC management 
team, please accept this letter as request for access to these lots in order to enhance the emotional and physical 
health of the underserved children and youth we serve. 

While we remain very grateful for the two-story facility the City of Monroe provides ALCC for programming and 
services, as you know, we have never had a yard/land available for organized physical activities. Should we be 
granted access to the adjacent lots, it would give us a wonderful opportunity to enhance and expand our organized 
play, physical fitness, and sports' programming for children of all ages. Usage of a yard for our younger ones for 
seasonal, supervised, physical play, water play, and holiday celebration fun would be a wonderful addition for all of 
us. Further, many of our local school aged children/youth do not have the opportunity to excel in sports, such as, 
but not limited to, soccer, football, and softball. We would take great advantage of a large outdoor area by 
moving forward with organized sports' programming via teams/camps/practices to promote emotional and 
physical growth for all of our youngsters. Usage of these lots would give us many more opportunities to engage in 
one-on-one, group, and team activities while strengthening our relationships with our youngsters. All of these 
additional opportunities and activities will promote healthier lives and futures for our area's most vulnerable 
children. 

In addition to using these adjacent lots for organized play, sports, and holiday celebrations for our youngsters, with 
City leaders' permission, we would move forward with an annual outdoor gardening project to engage/teach our 
youth the art of gardening while giving them the opportunity to give back to their community by beautifying their 
streets and neighborhoods with flowering plants. We would seek funding for plants and equipment, instructor/s 
to supervise this project, and the purchase of a temporary (annual?) "hoop house", a structure used to grow 
flowering plants. This project would provide our youth with a strong work ethic, solid work experience, higher 
self-esteem, and a positive investment in their community. 

In closing, I am extremely excited about the vast number of opportunities to serve our youngsters via the 
(potential) usage of the adjacent vacant lots; Thank you, once again, for your and our City leaders' ongoing 
commitment, support, and generous investment into the lives and futures of our areas' most vulnerable youth and 
families. 

RECEIVED 

SEP - 6 2012 

MAYOR'S OFFICE 

Tracy Palm 
Executive Director 
734.241.4313 
palmalcc@yahoo.com 
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THE I.ABOE REAlTY COf--J!PANY 
11 00 North Monroe Street, Monroe, Michigan 48162 • (734) 241-4959 

August 16, 2012 

Mr. Tom Ready 
Ready, Sullivan & Ready, LLP 
204 S. Macomb St. 
Monroe, Ml 48161 

Dear Mr. Ready: 

This is to inform you that Michael Soave is prepared to donate his E. First St. property to the City of 
Monroe provided there is no cost to him. These parcels consist of the following: 01109,01110, 01111, 
and 01112. 

Please notify the City of Monroe of this decision and notify me to assist as we move toward this 
objective. 

Very truly yours, 

7h4ttl_ .A ~0 
MarkS. Laboe 

MSL/cs 

































 
 
 
 
 

RELATING TO:
 

  Recommendation for approval of land division at 300 Detroit Avenue  

 

DISCUSSION:

 

  Brian McCarthy submitted an application to the Citizens Planning Commission on behalf of Erin Development 
Company. The request was to divide parcel #59-00417-020, commonly referred to as 300 Detroit Avenue. A survey and legal 
descriptions for affected parcels is attached.   

Presently, there are two multi-unit buildings on the subject property, which house a variety of businesses ranging from small start-up 
ventures to established firms. Most are involved in construction-related or manufacturing concerns, such as Mosher Electric, Guardian 
Industries Corporation, and American Builders Restoration - all of which meet the intent of the I-2 zoning district. The applicant is 
proposing to divide a two (2) acre, vacant parcel from the north side of the subject property. The divided parcel is intended for sale to  
Monroe Property Management, LLC, located immediately to the north at 400 Detroit Avenue.  
 
The land division request went before the Citizens Planning Commission (CPC) on Tuesday, September 11, 2012. The Commission 
supported the request and made a motion to forward a recommendation for approval to the Monroe City Council.  
 
The proposed land division meets all requirements called out by land division regulations found in Chapter 630, Code of the City of 
Monroe; as well as setback, dimensional, and area requirements for the I-2, General Industrial, zoning district. Therefore, the 
Department of Economic and Community Development concurs with the findings of the Citizens Planning Commission and 
recommends that City Council approve the proposed land division of parcel #59-00417-020 and authorize staff to complete all 
required procedural steps and documentation to create the two (2) new parcels. 
 
       
 
 

 

CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:
        For, with revisions or conditions 

   For 

        Against 
        No Action Taken/Recommended 
 
 

 
  

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 



APPROVAL DEADLINE:  Monday, September 17, 2012 
 
REASON FOR DEADLINE: Purchase agreement is pending 
 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  For  Against 
 
REASON AGAINST:  N/A 
 

 

INITIATED  BY:  Planning Office / Department of Economic & Community Development 
 

 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS, OR GROUPS AFFECTED: Department of Economic & Community Development, Building 
Department, and Assessing Department 
 

 

 

FINANCES 
COST AND REVENUE PROJECTIONS: Cost of Total Project $0 
 
 Cost of This Project Approval $0 
 
 Related Annual Operating Cost $0 
 
 Increased Revenue Expected/Year $0 
 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDS: City Account Number Amount 
        $N/A 
        $      
        $      
        $      
        $      
 
 Other Funds  $      
   $      
   $      
   $        
Budget Approval: ________ 
  

 

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY:  Jeffrey Green, AICP - City Planner / Historic Preservation Officer DATE: 9.12.12 
 
REVIEWED BY:  Dan Swallow, AICP - Director of Economic & Community Development DATE:  9.12.12 
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 9.17.12 
 

 



 
staff analysis 
Citizens Planning Commission 
 
DATE:  September 5, 2012 
 
CASE:  S 12-006 
 
SITE ADDRESS/ 
LOCATON:  300 Detroit Avenue   
 
PARCEL:  59-00417-020 
 
ZONING:  I-2, General Industrial 
 
APPLICANT/ 
OWNER:  Erin Development Company 
   5235 Tractor Road 
   Toledo, Ohio 43612 
 
  

 
 

Figure 1 - Proposed land division outlined in red dashes. Remaining parcel shown by solid red line. 

300 Detroit 
Avenue 

400 Detroit 
Avenue 
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REQUEST
 

   

The applicant is requesting to divide two (2) acres from the parent parcel, 300 Detroit 
Avenue, as depicted in the aerial above. The two (2) acres will be sold to Monroe 
Property Management, LLC, 400 Detroit Avenue, immediately north of the subject 
parcel. 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
CURRENT ZONING 

The subject parcel is zoned I-2, General Industrial. The General Industrial district is 
intended to provide “…locations for the development of medium to heavy industrial 
uses. Such uses primarily include those involved in manufacturing, assembly and 
fabrication. It is intended that this district be located where adequate utilities and 
suitable road and rail access are available.” (Chapter 720-40 (A), Monroe Code) 
Additional uses found within this district include construction storage, millwork and 
lumber and planning mills, painting and varnishing shops, and a number of personal 
service establishments. 
 
Properties immediately north and south of the subject parcels are also zoned I-2, 
General Industrial. Land in this general vicinity (north of Mason Run, south of Rose 
Street) are typically I-1 or I-2 districts.  
 

 
EXISTING LAND USE 

300 Detroit Avenue is a multi-unit building, which has housed a variety of businesses 
ranging from small start-ups to established firms. Most are involved in construction-
related or manufacturing concerns, such as Mosher Electric, Guardian Industries 
Corporation, and American Builders Restoration – all of which meet the intent of the I-2 
zoning district.     
 

 
FUTURE LAND USE 

The Future Land Use (FLU) Map identifies the subject parcel and other nearby I-1 and  
I-2 districts, described previously, as Light Industrial Use. The master plan notes that a 
Light Industrial use is planned for several areas within the city including the 
Ternes/Homrich Industrial area along Detroit Avenue.  Light industrial, as defined within 
Chapter Two of the Master Plan, “…includes uses that involve research, testing, 
warehousing and minor assembly.”  
 
The Plan further states, “the intent of this designation is to provide an exclusive area for 
low intensity industrial development. Guidelines to ensure sites are designed in a 
manner similar to office should be associated with this designation. These guidelines 
should relate to proper screening, deep setbacks, open space, landscaping and quality 
architectural design and building materials. Outdoor storage should be heavily 
restricted, if not prohibited.” (p. 10, Chapter 2, City of Monroe Comprehensive Plan)  
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DEPARTMENT REVIEW / ANALYSIS 

Section 720-126 of the Monroe Code states that “no parcel or lot division shall be made 
which results in a parcel or lot being in nonconformance with any provision of this 
zoning code or in violation of the Subdivision Regulations.” 
 
The proposed land division is “splitting” a vacant, two-acre parcel from the north side of 
parent parcel at 300 Detroit Avenue. The two-acre parcel is being purchased by Monroe 
Property Management, LLC, which owns the property immediately to the north at 400 
Detroit Avenue. The two-acre parcel will then be combined with that parcel. The 
additional two (2) acres will provide the necessary acreage to allow expansion of the 
warehousing/distribution facility operated by Zhongding USA, Inc. at 400 Detroit 
Avenue.  
 
 
The Schedule of 
Regulations (Section 
720-44, Monroe Code) 
does not delineate 
minimum lot widths or 
area in the I-2, General 
Industrial District. It 
does, however, call out 
minimum side yard 
setbacks. More 
specifically, one side 
yard must be at least 
thirty (30) feet, while the 
total for both can be no 
less than (60) feet. The 
proposed land division 
will comply with these 
requirements.  
 
 

Figure 2 – The parcel to be divided is the vacant parcel between 300 Detroit 
Avenue (right) and Zhongding USA at 400 Detroit Avenue (left).  

 
 
The proposed land division also complies with the requirement that access to a private 
or public road right-of-way be maintained or provided. Each parcel will continue to have 
access to Detroit Avenue (Section 720-128, Monroe Code).  
 
The uses found on the parent parcel are not intended to change as a result of this 
division. Construction-related business offices, warehousing and storage, and light 
fabrication facilities are all still possible and intended for this site. Again, these are all 
consistent with the existing zoning and, as noted above, consistent with the future uses 
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envisioned for this area. The two-acre parcel, as noted above, will be combined with the 
property immediately to the north and will provide the necessary additional acreage for 
expansion of the manufacturing facility at this location. 
 
In reviewing the proposed project the Assessing; Building; Engineering; and Water, 
Wastewater and Utilities departments had no objections.  
 
Given these findings, the Department of Economic & Community Development has 
determined that the proposed land division meets the requirements set out in the Zoning 
Code, and is consistent with the Master [Comprehensive] Plan. The department 
therefore recommends the Citizens Planning Commission support the proposed request 
and forward a recommendation to the City Council indicating same. 
 
Submitted: 5 September 2012 / Amended: 11 September 2012 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Jeffrey Green, AICP 
City Planner / Historic Preservation Officer 
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  Figure 3 – 300 Detroit Avenue, which is owned by Erin Development Company. 

Figure 4 – Looking northeast, 300 Detroit Avenue is the dark gray building on the 
right side of the photo; Zhongding USA is the white building. The red arrow 
indicates the general location of the parcel to be divided from 300 Detroit Avenue. 
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Figure 5 – The red dashed line indicates approximate location of the 2 acre parcel to 
be divided.  
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