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RULE OF THE CHAMBER 

 
 Any person wishing to address City Council shall step up to the lectern, state their name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record, and 
unless further time is granted by the presiding officer, shall limit their address to three (3) minutes. 
A person may not give up or relinquish all or a portion of their time to the person having the floor or another person in order to extend a person's time limit in 
addressing the Council. 
 Any person who does not wish to address Council from the lectern, may print their name, address and comment/question which he/she would like 
brought before Council on a card provided by the Clerk/Treasurer and return the card to the Clerk/Treasurer before the meeting begins.  The Clerk/Treasurer will 
address the presiding officer at the start of Citizen Comments on the Agenda, notifying him of the card comment, and read the card into the record for response. 
 Those who want to use audio and image recording equipment in Council Chambers that requires a monopod, tripod or other auxiliary equipment for the 
audio and image devices shall notify the City Clerk before the meeting begins.  Arrangements will be made to accommodate the request in a manner that 
minimizes the possibility of disrupting the meeting.  No additional illuminating lights may be used in Council Chambers unless a majority of City Council members 
consent.  Additionally, cell phones and pagers should be set to vibrate or silent mode when inside Council Chambers. 
 Should any person fail or refuse to comply with any Rules of the Chamber, after being informed of such noncompliance by the presiding officer, such a 
person may be deemed by the presiding officer to have committed a breach of the peace by disrupting the public meeting, and the presiding officer may then 
order such person excluded from the public meeting under Section 3 (6) of Open Meetings Act, Act 267 of 1976. 
 You will notice a numbering system under each heading.  There is significance to these numbers.  Each agenda Item is numbered consecutively 
beginning in January and continues through December of each calendar year. 
 The City of Monroe will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon one weeks' 
notice to the City Clerk/Treasurer.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Monroe by writing or calling: City of 
Monroe, City Clerk/Treasurer, 120 E. First St., Monroe, MI  48161, (734) 384-9138.  The City of Monroe website address is www.monroemi.gov. 
 

 
AGENDA - CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2012 
7:30 P.M. 

AMENDED 
I. CALL TO ORDER. 
II. ROLL CALL. 
III. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
IV. PRESENTATION. 

Presentation by Mayor Clark, Certificate of Commendation for Reid Heiser. 
V. PUBLIC HEARING. 

252 Public hearing for the purpose of reviewing and hearing comments on Proposed Ordinance No. 11-010, 
an Ordinance to amend several sections of Chapter 127, Retirement, Article I, Municipal Employees’ 
Retirement System, and establish Article IV, Denial of Claim; Appeals, of the Code of the City of 
Monroe.  There are no comments on file in writing in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office. 

VI. COUNCIL ACTION. 
252 Proposed Ordinance No. 11-010, an ordinance to amend several sections of Chapter 127, Retirement, 

of the Code of the City of Monroe, up for its final reading. 
VII CONSENT AGENDA.  (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and will be approved by one 

motion, unless a Council member or citizen requests that an item be removed and acted on as a separate agenda item.) 

A. Approval of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, January 3, 2012 and Minutes of the 
First Meeting of the New Council held on Tuesday, January 3, 2012. 

 
B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $__________________. 

 Action:  Bills be allowed and warrants drawn on the various accounts for their payment. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.monroemi.gov/
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1 Earth Day Committee Banner Request. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from Mary Conner on 
behalf of The Earth Day 2012 Steering Committee for permission to display vertical pole banners 
on Monroe Street and an overhead banner across Monroe Street from April 9-30, 2012 announcing 
Earth Day, and recommending that Council approve the request. 
 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 

 
2 Annual Earth Day Activities and Street Closure Request. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, submitting a request from Mary Conner on behalf 
of The Earth Day 2012 Committee for permission to hold the annual Earth Day Celebration and to 
close East First Street between Monroe and Macomb Street and Washington Street between East 
Second and East Front Street on April 21, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. for the Earth Day 
Celebration, and recommending that Council approve the request contingent upon items being met 
as outlined by the administration, subject to no additional overtime or other costs to the city, and 
that the City Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or safety 
reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
3 Monroe County Civil War Fallen Memorial Monument Dedication at Soldiers and Sailors Park. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, submitting a request from the Planning Committee 
for assistance from the City to hold the Memorial Dedication and to close E. Front Street between 
Scott Street and east of Jerome Street (near the tennis courts to Blossom Lane), use of the city’s 
portable stage, rental of portable toilets, bleachers, etc on Sunday, May 27, 2012 at Soldiers and 
Sailors Park and the Sawyer House, and recommending that Council approve the proposed 
request and the City Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health and/or 
safety reasons. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
4 11th Annual River Raisin Jazz Festival Service Contract. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager’s Office, reporting back on a request from the Monroe 
Convention & Tourism Bureau for permission to use St. Mary’s Park to hold the 11th Annual River 
Raisin Jazz Festival on August 11 & 12, 2012, for the City to help sponsor the event, to close Elm 
Avenue from Borgess Avenue to North Monroe Street, VIP parking spots in St. Mary’s parking lot, 
police security in Park from Friday – Sunday, clean-up of city park, install fencing around VIP 
viewing area, install flags and banners, signage to parking, provide bleachers, porta-potties, and 
garbage cans, etc., and any other touch up or clean up necessary to make the park area 
presentable, and recommending that Council approve the request contingent upon passage of the 
2012 budget and inclusion of the funding for the event, items being met as outlined by the 
administration, as well as the signing of this contractual services agreement between the City and 
the Monroe County Convention & Tourism Bureau for the production of the 2012 River Raisin Jazz 
Festival, and that the City Manager be granted authority to alter/amend the event due to health 
and/or safety reasons. 
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2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
5 Letter of Understanding to Rehire Previous Firefighters. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Human Resources, submitting a Letter of Understanding 
between the City and the Monroe Firefighters, IAFF, Local 326 to facilitate the possible 
reemployment of two former employees, and recommending that Council approve the attached 
Letter of Understanding and authorize administration to execute the Agreements. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
6 Consider Awarding Community Development Block Grant FIX Project to Pranam GlobalTech. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development, reporting back on bids 
received for the Community Development Block Grant Program FIX project, and recommending 
that Council award this Community Development Block Grant FIX contract to Pranam GlobalTech 
with a budget of $22,900 plus an additional $2,099 in contingencies, and further recommending 
that Council authorize staff to take the necessary steps to complete each project in compliance 
with federal regulations, including drafting agreements to be signed by each homeowner and the 
contractor. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
7 Extending Moratorium on Growing, Sale and Dispensing of Medical Marihuana. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development, submitting a proposed 
resolution to extend the moratorium on the growing, sale and dispensing of medical marihuana, 
and recommending that council extend the Moratorium to allow additional time for the courts to rule 
on the pending cases related to the MMMA and for the state legislature to act on the proposed bills 
that would clarify permitted uses under the MMMA; that Council extend the moratorium on the 
submission or receipt of applications, and any and all City permits, licenses or approvals for the 
growing, sale or dispensing of medical marihuana within the City of Monroe in accordance with the 
attached resolution. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 

 
8 North Monroe Street Pump Station Modifications Bids. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, reporting back on bids 
received for the North Monroe Street Pump Station modifications, and recommending that Council 
award the above contract to Salenbien Trucking & Excavating, Inc., in the amount of $28,893.60, 
and that a total of $30,340 be encumbered to include a 5% project contingency, and further 
recommending that the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer be authorized to sign the contracts on behalf of 
the City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
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9 2012 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Program Bids. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Engineering & Public Services, reporting back on bids 
received for the 2012 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation program, and recommending that Council 
award the above contract to Lanzo Lining Services, Inc., in the amount of $406,214 and that a total 
of 446,834 be encumbered to include a 10% project contingency, and further recommending that 
the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer be authorized to sign the contracts on behalf of the City of Monroe. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
10 West Front Street FIX Project Change Order. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development, submitting a change 
order to the West Front Street FIX project, and recommending that Council amend the existing 
contract with Pranam GlobalTech to $24,999 to reflect the amount needed to complete the work 
described above, $24,212, and a contingency of $787 for the remaining work. 
 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
11 Authorization for the City to Acquire and Transfer Property for the South Monroe Street and West Front 

Street Parking Lot and Greenspace Project. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Economic & Community Development, reporting back on a 
request from the DDA to authorize the City to acquire and transfer property for the South Monroe 
Street and West Front Street Parking Lot and Greenspace project, and recommending that Council 
authorize the purchase and acquisition of portions of seven (7) privately owned parcels from five 
(5) separate property owners necessary for the completion of the planned improvements for the 
South Monroe Street and West Front Street Parking Lot and Greenspace Project; including 
portions of parcel #29-00434-000 (a.k.a. 34 W. Front St.), parcel #29-00438-000 (a.k.a. 56 W. 
Front St.), parcel #29-00441-000 (a.k.a. 78-84 W. Front St.), parcel #29-00444-000 (a.k.a. 102 W. 
Front St.), parcel #29-00447-000 (a.k.a. 112 W. Front St.), parcel #29-00448-000 (a.k.a. 114 W. 
Front St.), and parcel #29-00449-000 (a.k.a. 116 W. Front St.); and further recommending that 
Council authorize the sale and transfer of a small strip of City owned property, currently part of 
parcel #29-00435-001, to WestSide Exploration LLC, necessary for the reconstruction of one wall 
of the building located at 116 W. Front Street, and further recommending that Council authorize the 
City Manager to execute all necessary documents, including but not limited to, purchase 
agreements, deeds and funding authorizations to complete the transactions.  The purchase and 
acquisition of the above referenced parcels shall be subject to the conditions that the DDA fund the 
property acquisitions and planned improvements through their tax increment revenues and/or the 
capital improvement bonds being sold for the project, and further recommending that the City 
Assessor review the purchase prices to verify they are in the range of reasonable market values 
and that the City Attorney review and approve the necessary documents prior to execution. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
12 Appointments Resolution. 
 

1. Communication from the Mayor’s Office, submitting a proposed resolution for appointments to 
various boards, commissions and committees, and recommending that the resolution be adopted. 
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2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 

VIII. MAYOR'S COMMENTS. 
IX. CITY MANAGER COMMUNICATION. 
X. COUNCIL COMMENTS. 
XI. CITIZEN COMMENTS  
XII. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION AND ATTORNEY’S OPINION. 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT. 
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CITY OF MONROE 
RESOLUTION  

 
Extending the Moratorium on the Submission or Receipt of Applications, and any 
and all City Permits, Licenses or Approvals for the Growing, Sale or Dispensing 

of Medical Marihuana 
 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 4, 2008 the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act (MCL 
333.2641 et. seq.) took effect, exempting seriously ill patients and their primary 
caregivers from criminal liability for possession and cultivation of marihuana for medical 
purposes; and 
 

WHEREAS, there have been reports from around the State of Michigan of 
increasing numbers of dispensaries, compassion clubs and home-based businesses for 
the growing, sale and distribution of medical marihuana; and 
 

WHEREAS, neither the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act nor the administrative 
rules authorize or regulate dispensaries, compassion clubs and home-based 
businesses, and there have been several legal challenges filed related to these types of 
businesses which are currently under judicial review; and 

 
WHEREAS, the operation of medical marihuana dispensaries, compassion clubs 

and home-based businesses may constitute unique threats to public health, safety and 
welfare; and 

 
WHEREAS, allowing the growing, sale or dispensing of medical marihuana prior 

to the amendment of the City of Monroe Zoning Ordinance or Code of Ordinances 
would be contrary to the goals of the City Comprehensive Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is within the legal rights of the City of Monroe to establish 
reasonable regulations to control the growing and dispensing of medical marihuana in 
order to protect the public health, safety and welfare in a manner consistent with state 
law; and 
 

WHEREAS, imposing a moratorium, on a limited temporary basis, is reasonable 
and necessary in order to allow time for consideration of the growing opinions and 
orders related to judicial review of the application of the Michigan Medical Marihuana 
Act, and development of potential amendments to the City of Monroe’s ordinances; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council established a moratorium on the submission or 
receipt of applications, and any and all City permits, licenses or approvals for the sale or 
dispensing of medical marihuana within the City of Monroe for a period of one hundred 
eighty (180) days at their regular meeting held on January 4, 2011 (R 11-01) and 
extended that initial moratorium an additional one hundred eighty (180) days at their 
regular meeting held on June 6, 2011 (R 11-32); and 
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WHEREAS, City staff has continued investigations and research into the 
provisions of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, monitored the status of the current 
legal challenges in the courts and reviewed potential regulations pertaining to medical 
marihuana facilities.  Further, the Citizens Planning Commission has established a sub-
committee to evaluate the various ordinance and licensing options available to the City 
and has recommended extending the moratorium an additional one hundred eighty 
(180) days. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Monroe 

hereby extends the moratorium on the submission or receipt of applications, and any 
and all City permits, licenses or approvals for the growing, sale or dispensing of medical 
marihuana within the City of Monroe; and that during the moratorium dispensaries, 
compassion clubs and home-based businesses for the growing, sale or distribution of 
medical marihuana shall not be permitted in the City. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the moratorium imposed by this resolution shall 

remain in effect for one hundred eighty (180) days following the adoption date of this 
resolution or until amendments to the City of Monroe ordinances become effective, 
whichever comes first.   

 
Motion: 
Seconded by: 
Ayes:  Nays:  Absent: 
 
I, Charles D. Evans, City Clerk-Treasurer of the City of Monroe, State of Michigan, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is an exact copy of a Resolution adopted by 
the City Council of said City, at a regular meeting thereof held on the ____ day of 
__________, 2012. 
 
 

            
 ____________________________ 

 Charles D. Evans 
 City Clerk-Treasurer 



 1 

CITY OF MONROE 
RESOLUTION  

 
Extending the Moratorium on the Submission or Receipt of Applications, and any 
and all City Permits, Licenses or Approvals for the Growing, Sale or Dispensing 

of Medical Marihuana 
 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 4, 2008 the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act (MCL 
333.2641 et. seq.) took effect, exempting seriously ill patients and their primary 
caregivers from criminal liability for possession and cultivation of marihuana for medical 
purposes; and 
 

WHEREAS, there have been reports from around the State of Michigan of 
increasing numbers of dispensaries, compassion clubs and home-based businesses for 
the growing, sale and distribution of medical marihuana; and 
 

WHEREAS, neither the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act nor the administrative 
rules authorize or regulate dispensaries, compassion clubs and home-based 
businesses, and there have been several legal challenges filed related to these types of 
businesses which are currently under judicial review; and 

 
WHEREAS, the operation of medical marihuana dispensaries, compassion clubs 

and home-based businesses may constitute unique threats to public health, safety and 
welfare; and 

 
WHEREAS, allowing the growing, sale or dispensing of medical marihuana prior 

to the amendment of the City of Monroe Zoning Ordinance or Code of Ordinances 
would be contrary to the goals of the City Comprehensive Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is within the legal rights of the City of Monroe to establish 
reasonable regulations to control the growing and dispensing of medical marihuana in 
order to protect the public health, safety and welfare in a manner consistent with state 
law; and 
 

WHEREAS, imposing a moratorium, on a limited temporary basis, is reasonable 
and necessary in order to allow time for consideration of the growing opinions and 
orders related to judicial review of the application of the Michigan Medical Marihuana 
Act, and development of potential amendments to the City of Monroe’s ordinances; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council established a moratorium on the submission or 
receipt of applications, and any and all City permits, licenses or approvals for the sale or 
dispensing of medical marihuana within the City of Monroe for a period of one hundred 
eighty (180) days at their regular meeting held on January 4, 2011 (R 11-01) and 
extended that initial moratorium an additional one hundred eighty (180) days at their 
regular meeting held on June 6, 2011 (R 11-32); and 



 2 

WHEREAS, City staff has continued investigations and research into the 
provisions of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, monitored the status of the current 
legal challenges in the courts and reviewed potential regulations pertaining to medical 
marihuana facilities.  Further, the Citizens Planning Commission has established a sub-
committee to evaluate the various ordinance and licensing options available to the City 
and has recommended extending the moratorium an additional one hundred eighty 
(180) days. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Monroe 

hereby extends the moratorium on the submission or receipt of applications, and any 
and all City permits, licenses or approvals for the growing, sale or dispensing of medical 
marihuana within the City of Monroe; and that during the moratorium dispensaries, 
compassion clubs and home-based businesses for the growing, sale or distribution of 
medical marihuana shall not be permitted in the City. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the moratorium imposed by this resolution shall 

remain in effect for one hundred eighty (180) days following the adoption date of this 
resolution or until amendments to the City of Monroe ordinances become effective, 
whichever comes first.   

 
Motion: 
Seconded by: 
Ayes:  Nays:  Absent: 
 
I, Charles D. Evans, City Clerk-Treasurer of the City of Monroe, State of Michigan, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is an exact copy of a Resolution adopted by 
the City Council of said City, at a regular meeting thereof held on the ____ day of 
__________, 2012. 
 
 

            
 ____________________________ 

 Charles D. Evans 
 City Clerk-Treasurer 


















































	I. CALL TO ORDER.
	II. ROLL CALL.
	III. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
	IV. PRESENTATION.
	V. PUBLIC HEARING.
	VI. COUNCIL ACTION.
	VII CONSENT AGENDA.  (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and will be approved by one motion, unless a Council member or citizen requests that an item be removed and acted on as a separate agenda...
	VIII. MAYOR'S COMMENTS.
	IX. CITY MANAGER COMMUNICATION.
	X. COUNCIL COMMENTS.
	XI. CITIZEN COMMENTS
	XII. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION AND ATTORNEY’S OPINION.
	XIII. ADJOURNMENT.
	Binder2.pdf
	1 earth day banners
	2 earth day activities and street closures
	3 monroe county civil war fallen memorial monument dedication
	4 Annual River Raisin Jazz Festival Contract
	5 letter of understading to rehire previous firefighters
	6 CDBG FIX W Fifth Contract
	7 Medical Marihuana Moritorium A Council Fact Sheet
	7a Medical Marihuana Res 2012(3)
	8 North Monroe Street Pump Station Modifications Bid Award
	9 2012 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Program Bid Award
	10 CDBG FIX W Front Change Order
	11 Monroe and Front Property Acquisition
	12 Appointments Janu


