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RULE OF THE CHAMBER 

 
 Any person wishing to address City Council shall step up to the lectern, state their name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record, and 
unless further time is granted by the presiding officer, shall limit their address to three (3) minutes. 
A person may not give up or relinquish all or a portion of their time to the person having the floor or another person in order to extend a person's time limit in 
addressing the Council. 
 Any person who does not wish to address Council from the lectern, may print their name, address and comment/question which he/she would like 
brought before Council on a card provided by the Clerk/Treasurer and return the card to the Clerk/Treasurer before the meeting begins.  The Clerk/Treasurer will 
address the presiding officer at the start of Citizen Comments on the Agenda, notifying him of the card comment, and read the card into the record for response. 
 Those who want to use audio and image recording equipment in Council Chambers that requires a monopod, tripod or other aux iliary equipment for the 
audio and image devices shall notify the City Clerk before the meeting begins.  Arrangements will be made to accommodate the request in a manner that 
minimizes the possibility of disrupting the meeting.  No additional illuminating lights may be used in Council Chambers unless a majority of City Council members 
consent.  Additionally, cell phones and pagers should be set to vibrate or silent mode when inside Council Chambers. 
 Should any person fail or refuse to comply with any Rules of the Chamber, after being informed of such noncompliance by the presiding officer, such a 
person may be deemed by the presiding officer to have committed a breach of the peace by disrupting the public meeting, and the presiding officer may then 
order such person excluded from the public meeting under Section 3 (6) of Open Meetings Act, Act 267 of 1976. 
 You will notice a numbering system under each heading.  There is significance to these numbers.  Each agenda Item is numbered consecutively 
beginning in January and continues through December of each calendar year. 
 The City of Monroe will provide necessary reasonable aux iliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon one weeks' 
notice to the City Clerk/Treasurer.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Monroe by writing or calling: City of 
Monroe, City Clerk/Treasurer, 120 E. First St., Monroe, MI  48161, (734) 384-9138.  The City of Monroe website address is www.monroemi.gov. 
 

 
AGENDA - CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2011 
7:30 P.M. 

I. CALL TO ORDER. 
II. ROLL CALL. 
III. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
IV. CONSENT AGENDA.  (All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by Mayor and Council and will be approved by one 

motion, unless a Council member or citizen requests that an item be removed and acted on as a separate agenda item.) 

A. Approval of the minutes of the Special Meeting held on Monday, November 7, 2011 and the minutes of 
the Special Meeting to Canvass the Vote held on Thursday, November 10, 2011. 

 
B. Approval of payments to vendors in the amount of $__________________. 

 Action:  Bills be allowed and warrants drawn on the various accounts for their payment. 
 
237 Retiree Health Care Plan Actuar ial Valuation. 

 
1. Communication from the Finance Director, submitting a proposal for an Actuarial Valuation to 

calculate the annual required contr ibution and the total liability related to the Retiree Health Care 
Plan, and recommending that Council approve the proposal submitted by Gabr iel, Roeder, Smith &  
Company for the performance of an actuarial valuation of the Retiree Health Care Plan for the City  
of Monroe as of December 31, 2010 in the amount of $15,000. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the resolution be adopted. 

 
238 Public Safety Officer Training for Firefighter I & II. 
 

1. Communication from the Deputy Director of Public Safety, submitting a request to provide 
Firefighter I & II Certification Training to 12 Patrol Officers and 2 Command Officers, and 
recommending that Council approve this request for training in the amount of $14,000. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 
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239 City of Monroe Emergency Operations Plan Update and Resolution. 
 

1. Communication from the Deputy Director of Public Safety, submitting a proposed resolution and 
the City of Monroe Emergency Operations Plan that provides a framework for the City of Monroe to 
use during a natural disaster, technological incident or a hostile attack, and recommending that 
Council approve the resolution and this Emergency Operations Plan. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
240 COMEA I Ratification. 
 

1. Communication from the Director of Human Resources, submitting the tentative agreement 
between the City of Monroe and COMEA Unit I/TPOAM, and recommending that Council approve 
the attached Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

 
241 Attorney Service Policy. 
 

1. Communication from the City Manager, submitting a proposed Attorney Service Policy to provide 
Council and the members of the City boards and commissions better clar ity and defined criteria for  
the provision of legal services, and recommending that Council approve the attached “Attorney 
Service Policy”. 

2. Supporting documents. 
3. Accept, place on file and the recommendation be carried out. 

V. MAYOR'S COMMENTS. 
VI. CITY MANAGER COMMUNICATION. 
VII. COUNCIL COMMENTS. 
VIII. CITIZEN COMMENTS  
IX. ADJOURNMENT. 















 
 
 
 
 

RELATING TO:   Public Safety Officer training for Firefighter I & II.  
 

DISCUSSION:  The City has entered into a collective bargaining agreement with the POAM and 
COAM (Police Officers / Command Officers) unions to provide Firefighter I & II certification 
training.  12 Patrol Officers and 2 Command Officers have volunteered for this training which 
started on November 7, 2011 and concludes on April 1, 2012.  The cost of this training is 
$1,000 per student with a total cost of $14,000 for this request.  This training is conducted 
under the authority of the Michigan Firefighters Training Council and is held locally here in 
Monroe County. 
 
This investment in training will enhance the City's response capabilities to fire and other 
hazardous related incidents. 
 
It is therefore my recommendation that City Council approve this request for training in the 
amount of $14,000. 
 
 
 

 

CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:   For 
        For, with revisions or conditions 
        Against 
        No Action Taken/Recommended 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 



 
 

APPROVAL DEADLINE:  
 
REASON FOR DEADLINE:   

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  X For  Against 
 
REASON AGAINST: N/A 

 

INITIATED BY: Joseph R. Mominee, Deputy Director of Public Safety 
 
PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS, OR GROUPS AFFECTED:   Fire and Police Departments 
 

 

FINANCES 

COST AND REVENUE PROJECTIONS: Cost of Total Project                                  $14,000 
  
 Cost of This Project Approval $ N/A 
 
 Related Annual Operating Cost $ N/A 
 
 Increased Revenue Expected/Year $ N/A 
 

SOURCE OF FUNDS: City Account Number
 $14,000.00 101-55-336-818.020                                $14,000.00                
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
 
 Other Funds  $ N/A 
   $ N/A 
   $ N/A 
 
 
   $N/A
   
Budget Approval: ________ 
  

 

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY:  Joseph R. Mominee, Deputy Director of Public Safety                     DATE:11/14/11  
 
REVIEWED BY:                                                                                                                                 DATE:11/14/11 
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:   November 21, 2011 



 
 
 
 
 

RELATING TO:  City of Monroe Emergency Operations Plan update. 

 

DISCUSSION: The City of Monroe’s Emergency Operations Plan is in support of the Monroe County Emergency 
Operations Plan.  This plan provides a framework for the City of Monroe to use in performing emergency functions before, 
during, and after a natural disaster, technological incident or a hostile attack. 
  
I recommend the Monroe City Council approve this Emergency Operations Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:   For 
        For, with revisions or conditions 
        Against 
        No Action Taken/Recommended 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA FACT SHEET



 

APPROVAL DEADLINE: N/A 
 
REASON FOR DEADLINE: N/A 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   For  Against 
 
REASON AGAINST: N/A 

 

INITIATED BY:  Joseph R. Mominee 

 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS, OR GROUPS AFFECTED:  City of Monroe 

 

 

FINANCES 

COST AND REVENUE PROJECTIONS: Cost of Total Project $ N/A 
 
 Cost of This Project Approval $ N/A 
 
 Related Annual Operating Cost $ N/A 
 
 Increased Revenue Expected/Year $ N/A 
 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDS: City Account Number Amount 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
        $ N/A 
 
 Other Funds  $ N/A 
   $ N/A 
   $ N/A 
   $ N/A   
Budget Approval: ________ 
  

 

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY:    Joseph R. Mominee 
 
REVIEWED BY: Joseph R. Mominee, Deputy Director of Public Safety DATE:  11/14/11 
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:   November 21, 2011 

 















 
 
 
 
 

RELATING TO:  ATTORNEY SERVICE POLICY 

 

DISCUSSION:  Research and outcomes related to litigation that the City was recently involved in, has revealed that the retention of 
outside attorney services by some of the City's boards and commissions is not authorized unless specifically authorized and approved 
by the City Council.  In particular, the ability of the City Council to authorize the retention of attorney services other than those of the 
City Attorney, especially for some City boards and commissions, should be better clarified and governed under terms that are in 
compliance with the City Charter, State statutes, Michigan Attorney General opinions and case-law.   
 
The proposed “Attorney Services Policy” attached is meant to provide the City Council, and the members of the City boards and 
commissions that it would apply to, with more clarity and clearer criteria for the provision of legal services.  The proposed policy 
further confirms the intent of the City Charter that the City Attorney is the legal advisor and representative in legal matters for the City 
and most of its boards and commissions.  However, the policy also contains language and criteria under which the City Council may 
consider the retention of outside attorney services when it determines that the complexities of certain matters are best addressed by an 
attorney specializing in those matters.  The proposed policy would permit the City Council to approve the retention of an outside 
attorney when it determines that a conflict of interest exists for a specific legal matter or issue, if the City Attorney were to represent 
both the City Council and one of the City’s boards or commissions for the issue or matter.  The proposed policy also includes 
language that requires that budgeting be taken into consideration when attorney services are contracted for.  If adopted, this policy 
would not apply for those City boards and commissions which are organized under certain State statutes, such as the Downtown 
Development Authority, Port and Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, which have been determined to provide those bodies with 
independent authority to directly retain attorney service and enter into other contractual arrangements, without first obtaining City 
Council approval. 
 
In order to provide for better clarity and better defined criteria for the City Council to consider and potentially approve the retention of 
outside attorney services when it determines that doing so is in the best interest of the City, I am respectfully recommending that the 
City Council approve the attached “Attorney Services Policy” 
 
 

 

CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:   For 
        For, with revisions or conditions 
        Against 
        No Action Taken/Recommended 
 
 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA FACT SHEET



 

APPROVAL DEADLINE:  November 21, 2011 
 
REASON FOR DEADLINE:  To provide for more timely and defined legal counsel for certain boards and commissions 
 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  For  Against 
 
REASON AGAINST:        
 

 

INITIATED  BY:  George A. Brown, City Manager 
 

 

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS, OR GROUPS AFFECTED: The City Council and most City boards and commissions 
 

 

 

FINANCES 

COST AND REVENUE PROJECTIONS: Cost of Total Project $      
 
 Cost of This Project Approval $      
 
 Related Annual Operating Cost $      
 
 Increased Revenue Expected/Year $      
 
 

SOURCE OF FUNDS: City Account Number Amount 
        $      
        $      
        $      
        $      
        $      
 
 Other Funds  $      
   $      
   $      
   $        
Budget Approval: ________ 
  

 

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY:  George A. Brown DATE:  11/18/11 
  
REVIEWED BY:        DATE:    
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  11/21/11 
 

 



City of Monroe 

Attorney Services Policy 

 

Intent 

The City of Monroe Attorney Services Policy is meant to provide more clarity and guidance for 

the  criteria  under  which  attorney  services  may  be  provided  for  various  City  boards  and 

commissions.   This policy  is  intended to comply with and not supersede the provisions of the 

Monroe  City  Charter, Michigan  State  statutes,  applicable  legal  case  law  and  applicable  City 

ordinances.  

 

City Attorney 

Section 106 of the Monroe City Charter governs and generally describes the duties of the City 

Attorney.   That section reads: 

 

The City Attorney shall be the legal advisor of the Council and of all officers of the City, 

and shall act as the attorney and solicitor for the corporation in all legal proceedings in 

which the corporation is interested, and he shall make investigation of and prosecute all 

offenses  against  the  ordinance  of  the  City,  and  shall  be  a member  of  the  Board  of 

Review.   He shall attend all sessions of  the Council unless excused by  the Council, and 

shall render his opinion in writing when requested. 

 

In  compliance with  the  City  Charter,  the  City  Attorney  shall  serve  as  the  legal  advisor  and 

representative for the City Council and all City boards and commissions, unless Michigan State 

statutes, the City Charter, City Ordinances or applicable case law provides otherwise and except 

as provided below.  However, with the concurrence of the City Manager, the City Attorney may 

appoint  special  counsel  in  the  prosecution  of  an  individual  for  violations  of  laws  and/or 

ordinances, when the City Attorney determines that he/she has a conflict of interest related to 

the prosecution of the individual.  

 

Retention of Outside or Special Legal Counsel 

The  City  Council may  consider  and  approve  the  retention  of  specialty  or  outside  attorney 

services, separate  from  the City Attorney,  for  the purpose of obtaining  legal advice and  legal 

representation  for matters, when the City Council determines that  it  is  in the best  interest of 

the City.  Factors that the City Council shall consider when making a determination of whether 

or not to retain special or outside attorney services include: 

 

 The input and advice of the City Attorney 



 The  complexity  of  the  associated  legal matters  or  issues,  which  would  warrant  the 

retention of an attorney specializing in those matters 

 The regularity of Council‐determined need for specialty attorney services 

 A  conflict of  interest,  as determined by  the City Council,  related  to  a particular  legal 

issue or matter  

 

Under the responsibilities and authority granted  in sections 51 and 56 of the City Charter and 

upon determination of the City Council that the retention of an outside or special attorney is in 

the best  interests of  the City, the City Council may,  in compliance with section 63 of  the City 

Charter,  approve  the  retention  of  specialty  or  outside  attorney  services  under  a  retention 

agreement or contract that includes at least the following: 

 

 A description of the attorney and associated services to be provided 

 The amount and basis to be charged for attorney and other associated charges 

 The  term  of  representation  under  the  agreement  stated  in  a  period  of  time  or  the 

particular matter the representation if related to 

 Provisions for termination of the agreement 

 

If the City Council approves an attorney services agreement or contract, the anticipated costs 

for  that  service  is  subject  to municipal  budgeting  requirements  and  constraints.    The  City 

Council shall not approve an attorney services agreement with a fixed‐term that is longer than 

two  (2)  years  in  duration.    Generally  and  where  practical,  fixed‐term  attorney  services 

agreements should be scheduled to terminate no later than June 30th of the year following the 

regular election of the mayor and city council members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy  adopted by  the Monroe City Council  at  a ___________ meeting held on __________, 

201_. 
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